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The Compiler of tlie following work, in present- 
ing it to the acceptance of the friends of education 
in the East, desires to express his acknowledg- 
ment’s for the assistance he has derived from various 
wprks on the same subjects, already published in 
Bengalee by the Committee of the Calcutta School- 
Book Society. His object lias been, not so much 
to invent new matter, as to throw the old into a 
new form; and by putting it. into dialogues, to ren- 
der the information thus obtained more attractive to 
the scholar. By adding to the whole an English 
version, SlsO, be trusts he has rendered it more acces- 
sible for translation into the other dialects of Hin- 
doos tan, jin which the Calcutta School-Book Society 
are carrying on their benevolent exertions. 
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PART I. 


LESSON 1. 

Of the Shape and She of the Eai'th . 

JXityo - a u undo, addressing Porum-anundo, inquires thus : 
O brother Porum-anundo, 1 have a great desire to learn 
from you some particulars respecting the earth: sis far as you 
are able, therefore, he pleased to inform me. And first of 
all, J won hi ask, Of what shape is the earth ? 

Porum-anundo . I will tell you: the shape of the earth is 
globular, that is to say, round ; yet not exactly so, since in 
those parts which lie north and south, it is a little flat, or in- 
dented. We may compar^it^o an orange. An orange, you 
know, at both ends is a little ffat^ so is the shape of the earth. 

Nifyo-anundo . Well, you say the earth is round, what is 
the proof of this ? * 

Porum-anundo. I will tell you. Three hundred years ago, 
a vessel, under the command of a person named Magellan, 
setting sail from Spain, continued to proceed directly east- 
ward ; and in this manner, at the end of one thousand one 
hundred and twenty-four days, having made the circuit of 
the globe, arrived at the place from whence it set out. Af- 
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terward, several navigators from England, and from other 
countries in Europe, some nil along steering east, some west, 
in like manner compassed the globe. Amongst these, about 
.fifty years ago, the much celebrated Captain Cooke made two 
(^tf i i'ei\v ( >y ages round the world. The practice has now 
become so easy, that merchantmen make the voyage in the 
space of nine months. Now observe, if the earth were not 
round, it would he. impossible for a vessel steering constantly 
iu the same direction, to return to the port from whence it 
set out. 


A second proof is this : when a vessel at sea is seen to ap- 
proach from a great distance, instead of seeing at once the 
whole vessel, at first wc see only the mast-head; afterward, as 
it advances nearer and nearer, by degrees the lower rigging 
and hull become visible. In like manner, when a vessel makes 
her approach to the shore, the persons on board at first per- 
ceive only the highest parts of the land; afterwards, by little 
and little, are seen the lower parts, with the houses, trees, &e. 
If hi answer to this, it should be said. Why then does not the 
form of the earth appear to bo round to persons ori shore, 
as well as at sea? We may reply: the reason is, that on the 
land are trees, hills,&c. which obstruct the view : were these 
removed, it would easily be perceived that the earth is round. 
For instance, in Tartary is an extent of country entirely 
plain; there, if one person observes another at a great dis- 
tance coming towards him, he first sees his head, then, as they 
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'Q warn. wwre, Ti <^ari «tf*psr 

rrT, wanraro *rt«rafic* c^ar apf^rl 

wtf*r:3rig. wt? s-» *tspt*f *®,ar?t sr^t^ntsiM*^ 
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c?%-ar ^f<Rrl wtfSfrsc^:. ^rftraft arfir ctftay art 
v 5i ? wtft* an fa^t^ray cartel c^tar <y?tc? sett* 
Wt^S «Ttf?S ar|. 
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*.u fa^ wttr? $4rar (cftz^zi *£ftsr artels?? ar^tror 

orfVrs an «nt^ri carRay srf^ro wt«n carters <tt<r, srt^t? 

n? 5T5 far^c^ wtfayrssttcap srsf &ts& wt^fcwg ^n 

*tarrt crrfte *rter, 4 ?° m^trsr? carlrot'S awrar $}? 

wt%*rt? stir*, ;ro ^sr owza vlzzi t ^fsr 

c?Rre , sFtsrre ars farapifcrsf ^“cTOpp tftg; 

*it*Ti <3 ar? ¥t? 4?° arfsam *terrt affsr^ cTpsrre *ttar. wt? 

CarSR TOT^r C*Ttay OW artar, 4^13 C5S& C«ttay (W 

art? an ; st^? apf?«i car *4^1? $*fc? *Tte *ttay 1 
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*>rt% ^Ttt»r wcare ^rtar wtc^, 4t *rapar (Tartar *n"fb? 
♦ffrror, ^ an «ttfai»t«y ^at? wt^fo or. 

ctft*y ^1 ^srtartr? ct-ati arf^s, ^sta artaft or* §as? 
«may stst? srtcw ^a? c»r*f wtr^, ^irs tft^*tt?yi 
*it$tf*r art! 1 , cwtrar wfsat? 4$ aufg^a? =srt 

♦n 

c*rf«tff3 s^ray ^vfcsr ^1? w carfare *ftar, *t*FK any 
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approach to each other, he sees bis shoulders, and at last 
hfe feet. Thus it appears that the earth is round, 

A third proof of the globular form of the earth is, that 
at the time when the earth passes between the sun and the 
moon, the shadow of the earth, which falls upon the moon, 
and by which an eclipse is produced, is round. Now you 
perceive, that if the earth were not round, the shadow would 
not be so. Further, if anyone object thus: How can the earth 
be round; for in some parts are mountains, in others are val- 
leys? The answer is: as the surface of an orange is unequal, 
and yet an orange is round; so, although the surface of the 
earth be unequal, vet is the earth round also: for observe, 
there is no mountain higher than* the Himaloy. Now the 
height of this mountain at most does not exceed five kros* ; 
consequently it is 1400 times less than the diameter of the 
earth, which is seven thousand kros. 

A fourth proof is, that the principal Hindoo books of as- 
tronomy, such as the Bromho-siddanto, Soorjyo-siddanto, and 

c 

Siddanto-shiromoni, state, that the shape of the earth is round, 
like that of the flower Nauelea Codumba. This account 
agrees with that of European astronomers, and is evidently 
correct, in as much as calculations of eclipses, &c. which are 
taken * from these writings, and inserted in the almanacs, 
are, by the event, proved to be true. On the whole, therefore, 
it appears, without doubt, that the shape of the earth is 
round;:; 

Nityo-anundo, I perceive clearly that such is the case. 
I now beg leave to ask, Of what size is the earth ? 

* The kros made use of in this book is that described by tbe Shastras. 
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^5t?OT gif? *stt? 'S car^T, 4* # 3 ®^ tC^* 1 fa* « 
Rfc, car C 53 * 4 ai^aT Casrjtfaq%l ?1 

^srtfar fair ^t?n «rWrt arfak ^traap, $t^i «rfcr 
states fata 357 WF m «W45 ^n 

amr, car ^tat? w\wt? csffa tal ^tcj 3 $t? arcr. 

tarta- ' 8 (^c*i 4ata *i$> sfai f^wi ^tala, 
4t*t«i talari sfa car ^fifjfl? ♦fftsW ^ ? 
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^ Porum-anundo . 1 will inform you. The earth, in cir- 

cumference, measures 21,875 kros, its diameter being 7000 
kros. The circumference of any round body will bo found 
to be a little more than three times equal to its diameter : 
accordingly, the diameter of the globe being 7000 kros, its 
circumference lias been found to be a little more than throe 
times that extent, say 21,875. It was said before* that the 
earth is round, yet towards the north and south poles, a lit- 
tle indented; in consequence whereof, the measurement from 
east to west is greater than that from north to south by 23 
kros, the latter being 68/5 kros, the former G898. In or- 
der to ascertain more exactly the size of the earth, several 
of the princes of Europe despatched persons into foreign 
countries, in order to compare their observations with those 
of other learned men. Together, they have agreed on the 
measurement here given. 

Nityo-anunda . I am much pleased with the account you 
have given me of the shape and size of the earth. 1 perceive 
also there is proof that wliat you say is true. Well, have 
you any thing more to add on this subject ? 

Pomm-animdo. I would add only one word of advice, 
which is, that we hence take occasion to admire the wisdom, 
power, and goodness of God. Consider, who except He 
could have hung the world upon nothing, or could so have 
contrived its form, that day and night, with the different sea- 
sons, should in perfect harmony succeed each other. 
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SPECIMEN OF THE MODE OF EXAMINING A CLASS, AFTER THE 
LESSON HAS BEEN READ. 

Question . On what subject is the lesson which has been 
read ? 

Answer. On the shape and size of the earth. 

Q. Well, of what shape is the earth ? 

A. Its shape is round, like that of a globe. 

Q. What proof is there that the earth is a globe ? 

A. One proof is, that navigators, without changing their 
course, have sailed round it. 

Q. Can you give any other proof ? 

A. Another proof is, that when a ship approaches, we at 
first see only the mast-head ; by and by, as it comes nearer, 
we see the whole vessel. 

Q. Well, what is the third proof ? 

A. A third proof is, that the earth’s shadow, when 
falling on the moon, appears round. 

Q. And what is the fourth proof ? 

A. The fourth is, that calculations of eclipses, &c. 
made from those books of astronomy which describe the 
earth as round, are found to be correct. 
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LESSON IL 

Of the Land and Water which compose the Globe. 

Nityo-anundo. I thank you for the improvement afforded 
. by the former lesson. Now the globe, I see, is composed of 
land and water ; I should wish to hear some particulars re- 
specting each of these. 

Porum-anundo. Well, attend. It has seemed good to the 
wisdom of the Creator, that the proportion of water should 
exceed that of land. That is to say, if wc divide the globe 
into three parts, two-thirds are water and one-third land. 
The names of the different divisions of water arc as follows : 
Ocean, Sea, Channel, Baj, Lake, Strait, River, &c. 

Nityo-anundo. Pray inform me what is an ocean ? 

PoruWi-u nundo . An ocean is a large sea which surrounds 
the earth. There are three of these oceans, called, in the. 
English language, the Atlantic, the Pacific, and the Indian. 
The Atlantic lies to the west of Hindoostan, its extent being 
three thousaud kros. The Pacific Ocean is to the east of 
Hindoostan, and is larger than the other two ; so large, that it 
compasses nearly one half of the globe. The Indian Ocean 
lies to the south of India, and is less than the two former. 

Rityo-anundo. Well, be pleased now to tell me what is 
a sea? 

Porum-anundo. That body of water which joins with an 
ocean,, and is nearly surrounded with land, is called a sea. 
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and, if very small, is denominated a channel. Also, if a lake 
be very large, it is called a sea. In Asia are three seas of 
this kind, called the Caspian, Aru), and Baical. Thd$Cas- 
pian lies north-west of Hindoostan, being three hundred 
kros in length, and in breadth not less than eighty, nor more 
than one hundred and sixty. There are also many rivers 
which fall into it. A hundred kros east of the Caspian 
is the Aral, the length of which is two hundred kros ; its 
breadth sixty kros : several rivers are joined to it. The 
Baical Sea borders on the country of Siberia : its length is 
three hundred kros j its breadth not more than thirty-two. 

Nityo-ammdo, Of what kind of water is the sea composed > 

Porum-avundo . The sea-water is sail ; so very salt, 
that one seer of ■water, when boiled, produces two cliuttacks 
of salt. 

Nityo-ammdo. Well; but pray tell me are there any 
advantages in the sea- water being of this quality? 

Porum-anwido. Yes, many : were it not of this nature, it 

r, 

would become putrid, and send forth unwholesome vapours, 
like the water of old and neglected tanks. In consequence, 
the fishes that are in the sea would soon die. Another 
advantage is, that salt water can bear a heavy burthen, so 
that a vessel laden to the watermark will float in the 
sea, whereas in fresh water it would immediately sink. 
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The reason is, fresh water is of less substance, and therefore 
can bear less weight. You will perceive this, if yon make 
the experiment : for instance, throw an egg into fresh water, 
and it will go to the bottom; but if you mix the water with 
' salt, it will swim. 

Nityo-ammdo. Well, now please to explain to me the 
advantage of so great a portion of the globe being com- 
posed of water. 

Porum-cmundo. One advantage is, that tliese waters, 
being exhaled, or drawn upwards, by the rays of the sun, 
become clouds. These clouds are driven by the wind, and 
pour their rain upon the different countries of the earth : 
again, they are impeded in their course by mountains; conse- 
quently, rain and dew descending on these mountains in greater 
quantities, occasion the springing forth of rivulets, which, 
uniting into rivers, the whole country is benefited. Observe 
fttrther, it is by means of the sea that we become*acquainted 
with distant countries, that commerce and intercourse exist 
between different nations, and that, in various ways, man- 
kind are enabled mutually to assist each other. 

Nityo-anundo. I am fully satisfied by what you have 
advanced, and readily acknowledge how greatly I was mis- 
taken. I now perceive that God is infinitely more wise 
than man. I would inquire next, what do you mean by 
a bay ? 

Porum-anundo. A bay is, as It were, a small sen, proceed- 
ing from, and joined to the main sea, or ocean, and having 
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• wide entrance. The principal bay in the east is the Bay 
bf Bengal, which joins with the Indian Ocean ; its length 
north and south being one thousand kros, and its width 
from east to west in some parts twelve hundred kros. 
The ships which come to Calcutta pass through this bay. 
In their way out, those that are bound to China go to the 
left eastward; whilst those going to Europe pass to the right, 
and proceed westward. This bay forms the boundary of 
Hindobstan on the south and west. To the north is Bengal, 
to tpe west Madras, and on the south-west corner is the 
Island of Ceylon. The Ganges, Brumho -pootro, Godabri, 
Krishna, with several other smaller rivers, run into this bay. 

Nityo-amundo. Well, now have the goodness to inform 
me respecting lakes. 

Porum-anundo. A lake, is a piece of water surrounded 
by land, and consequently not connected with the sea; simi- 
lar, Indeed, to a large tank, only that it is not cut by man. 
In North America are several very large lakes; the chief of 
which is lake Superior. A person, in going round this lake, 
must travel fourteen hundred kros. Adjoining to this, and 
nearly equal in size, are two other very considerable lakes. 
Besides these three principal lakes there are two others; the 
name of the one is Ontario, of the other Huron Lake. The 
territory to the north of these belongs to the English, that on 
the south to the Americans. Mankind derive much benefit 
from lakes. In very cold countries, the mists which arise 
from their surface tend to warm the atmosphere ; and again, 
in hot clftbatfes, these mists produce clouds, which water 
the, land, and render it' fruitful. 
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Nityo-anundo. :Pray whatdo you mean by a strait? 

% 

. Pomm-anundo. By a strait is- to be understood a narrow 
part of tbe sea, by which- two seas are joined together. The 
strait which separates Asia from America appears remark* 
able j since, towards the south, the two countries are 
seventeen thousand kros apart; in other places, the dis- 
tance between them does not exceed thirty-four kros. 
The reason is, that America from the east, and Asia from 
the west, by degrees approach to each other, as they 
extend northward. This strait was first discovered by Mr, 
Behring in the year 1728 ; but little was known respect- 
ing it, till, fifty years ago, it was explored by Captain 
Cook, who gave to it the name of Behring's Straits. 

Nityo-anundo. Well, now please to give me an account 
of rivers, . ... 

Porum-arnmdo. By a river is meant a stream of watei*, 
which, issuing from any part of the country, fails into a lake 
or into the sea : smaller streams which join it in its course, 
aire called rivulets. The principal rivers of Asia are the 
following : in China, the Kianku, and the Haanho ; and in 
Tartary, the Lina, the Janesee, and the Ob, which exceed in 
size the Ganges and Brumko-pootro. In America also are 
some very considerable rivers, which have their source near- 
ly in the same spot; the smallest of them being not less 
than eighteen hundred kros; in length. But the chief of, all 
is the river Apu&on, which, after passing two thousand one 
hundred kros, fails into the sea. 



21 

*ffirer?fre fe yfr «w <frtjrwt?ft m 
jj^rg *rt »rtnc?? *ref f*CT» ’st’CtE* • cn 

fsrti^fs m sctww *m, % 

atzvmtifii. c**z\ vrtftp * «KuBwl*# *f*« «mw 
>v ## capM *ti?. 4 csrfK TO ^CTR *tw ^sr 

^ ^ ^ orcHc^ c&& ®8 capH ®r$?> <5 Ms srt$w 
c*pt *g' «mr srtf^nri ^ 

vcac*'*m cffrwi W • 

■srt? c<rf?° *rtr^ tE 8 ^ 51 ^ ^rtt^wsr, f*5 
^ ’rftsT 5 c’l-tflw *rt t^Tirif^rpR, 'St5«. 
<^flTt^Pt5 Pn* *tlr?Jrsrtt^<r i ’ 

«r^r vftyi 

4 csrticRt? ^r»m «w*« *TO *t* 

(fgfgo fSTt^W ?lfjRrtns* • 

. ^t*T csrt^W? ^5*3 ^rfSpETtsr, *4^t«f snf^ir 

fgTP5«i t^wcv. vplitfl • 

rfiBrtsiR*. ^ Stmt'S f*^FT • C* <*1*5? C*lCTl 

(TP^trs ^ 

*, t <T C* * *® Z * ® rrt3fff ' W *'* ^ ^ fr ' 

«rt w orcw? sira ^ ^ 3*m srct; *»V 

^rt^i . «mr 3t$i? orr*t ifra, >a arf*»n *** ^ 

^ift sTfi^ wtrwf3®fc$ 

^srfar -^Tft wlc«; c*i,?M5«ttf $t? 4 ^"* 

^rtre:; JR°n $ 3 W ? T JTSft? SWJ . vft 4SR ^ 
capj«t ;nr> fa® Rtsrtesr ; rtw ffl 5 ^ ; CT 
<*rct?r ^srlR, c*sr 1 c*r*R Mtw *1H3 
*$*$ fsrcrt sRtsrfcrc? fsf*retcc <* <>•• <&& • 



22 


•LE'SS'tm III. 

'Of iHe Land. 

Nityo-anundo. Your account of the different seas, &c. 
has afforded me much satisfaction. Be pleased now to give 
me some particulars concerning the land. 

Porum-anundo. The land consists of Continents, Islands, 
Peninsulas, &c. 

Nityo-anundo. What is a continent ? 

Porum-anundo. A large portion of land not divided by 
any sea, is termed a continent. On the globe are two great 
continents, one of which is denominated the Old, the other 
the New. Europe, Asia, and Africa, form the old continent; 
the new is called America. 

Nityo-anundo. Well, but why are those two continents 
called Old and New ? 

' Porum-anundo. I will tell you. The nations which in- 
habit the first have from the beginning more or less held inter- 
course with each other; it is therefore called the old continent. 
The reason why the latter is called new is this. In the year 
1670, a native of Genoa, named Columbus, going upon a 
voyage of discovery, first made known this continent to the 

rest of the world, who before this haduet seen or heard of 

* . 1 ■* * '■ 

it; therefore it .is called new. 
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Nityo-anundo. And what is an island ? 

« 

Pomm-anundo . An island is a portion of land surrounded' 
by water, such as England, Ceylon, &c. Besides thes.e larger 
'islands there are a vast number of small islands. Some of 
both of these kinds were formed at the time of the creation ; 
and since that period, many have been produced by earth- 
quakes; but a far greater number of small islands have been 
formed by insects. These insects are almost inconceivably 
small, yet how surprising is their power ! by little and little 
they raise up hills, or rather mountains in the midst of the 
seal Arriving at the surface of the water, they begin to extend 
their work on every side, which to the eye of the spectator 
has the appearance of a flower-garden, but to the touch is, 
as hard as a rock. These rocks are called corah Having 
risen above the water, the birds light upon them, and depo- 
sit the seeds of various fruits, which spring up, and produce 
trees. The trees becoming large, cast their seeds, which 
again take root, till at length the island becomes covered 
with Wood. Nearly the whole of the islands found in the 
Pacific Ocean have their origin in this manner. 

Nityo-anundo. This is indeed remarkable. How wonder- 
ful are the works of God ! That which a lac V men would 
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in vain endeavour to accomplish, we behold effected by an 
insect! I would now inquire, what is meant by a peninsula? 

I * i* 

Pormn-anundo. A tract of land, which, being not entirely 
surrounded by water, is joined to an island or continent, is 
denominated a peninsula. In India is one called Malacca. 
The principal town built upon it is also called by that 
name. 

Nityo-anundo. Well, if there be any thing turther to be 
added on this subject, please to proceed. 

' Parum-anundo. There remains something more: attend, 
and I will tell you. A piece of land proceeding from a con- 
tinent or island, and which projects far into the sea, becoming 
more and more narrow, is termed a cape, Such as Cape 

Comorin in the south of Hindoostan; but the most celebrated 

< 

cape in the world is situated in Africa, to the west of Ben- 
gal, and is called in the English language the Cape of Good 
Hope. All the European vessels which you see at Calcutta 
double this cape in their way to the east. Formerly the 
European merchants, not being acquainted with this track 
in trading with this country, used to pass by way of the 
Arabian and Persian seas. The passage by the Cape, which 
was first discovered by the Portuguese in the year 1497, has 
now become the established course. 
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Nityo-anundo. Bisklcs these, Is there any oilier division 

* 

of land ? 

Pomm-anwdo . There is, namely, an isthmus, or narrow 
neck of land, by which two main lands are joined together, 
its shape being similar to that of a causeway : for instance, 
the isthmus by which Africa is joined to Asia and Europe, so 
that the three form one continent. Were it not for this isth- 
mus, Africa would be separated from the other two, since, 
excepting in this place, it is surrounded by the sea. This isth- 
mus, which in breadth does not exceed fifty kro«s, forms a di- 
vision between the Mediterranean and Arabian seas. In or- 
der to effect a junction of these tvro seas, several attempts 
have been made to cut through the isthmus ; m particular, 
one of the kings of Egypt employed for this purpose a lac of 
men, who died without having succeeded in their object. 
Were a passage made, the advantage would be great. How- 
ever, the matter appears improbable ; for such is the nature 
of the soil, that no sooner is a way cut, than the sand driven 
by the wind again fills up the space. 
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LESSON IV. 

Of the ftur Quarters of the (illobe. 

^Ityo-anundo. I now beg leave to inquire. Into how 

A 

many parts is the globe divided ? 

Porum-unundo. Thefe are four divisions, called in the 

English language, Europe, Asia, Africa, and America. It has 

already been observed that the three former compose one 

continent: the last is a continent by itself. 

Nityo-atiundo, Well, are these four parts equal in size ? 

Porum-anundo. No, there is a difference. Reckoning the 

whole as a total of sixteen, Europe will be two parts, Asia 

five parts, Africa three and a half parts, America five and a 

half parts. The population of Europe and Asia is thirteen 

times greater than that Of Africa and America, which may 

be accounted for thus. The soil of Africa is exceedingly 

barren, and therefore the inhabitants arc few. And America 

is Separated by the sea ; consequently men could not easily 

\ 

emigrate thither from other countries. 

NUpo^nmAo: I would now inquire, what is the total 

number Of 'Inhabitants in the four parts ? 

Porum~tt*umdo. The tot&l number is supposed to be 
about 700,00b, 600. lit Asia, say 500*000,000 ; Africa 30,000,000; 
America 4 20,000,000 ; Europe I80j000,000; making the popu- 
lation of the globe to consist of 700,000,000. 
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. Nityo-anundo. Permit meto ask, is the number of those 
that die the same with that of those that are born ? 

Porum-ammdo. 'fhe Creator has so ordered it, that the 
^number of births and the number of deaths arc nearly equal. 
In this country we can hardly ascertain this. But in Eng- 
land, by order of the king, a register is kept, by means of 

which we may infer their equality. Moreover, were the 

* 

inhabitants of the globe three times more numerous than at 
present, the productions of the earth would suffice for their 
subsistence. 

Nifyo-anundo. I would now inquire further, are men 
and women born in equal numbers ? 

Pomm-anundo . The proportion is rather in favour of the 
men; on ah average, say 26 men, and 25 women : nevertheless, 
from various causes, the numbers ultimately become equal. 

Nityo-anundo. I fee! much gratified by the account you 
have given me of the different divisions of the earth, its 
inhabitants, &c\ Have the goodness to inform me next as to 
their religion. 

Porum-anundo „ There are in the world four principal 
septs; viz. 1st, Jews ; 2nd, Christians ; 3rd, Mahometans ; 4th, 
Idolaters. The Jews acknowledge as their shastre that part of 
the Bible called the Old Testament, Christians the whole Bible. 
The Musulmans regard the Koran. — Idolaters are those who 
worship idols, of which there are many different classes : 1st, 
theBhooddists, who worship Bhoodda. In Ceylon he is wor- 
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shipped under the name Bhpodda. In the Birma empire 
under the name Oodama. In China under that of Pho. 
In Japan by the name of Sh&ka. 2nd, The Hindocrmode of 
idolatry* TheHindoos worship many idols, male and female. 
3rd, In China, Bhoot, Thibet, &o. many worship the Great 
Lama. 4th, In China, server al worship Confucius. Besides 
these are various sects of idolaters and other pagans. 

Altyo+anundo. Can 'you inform me as to the proportion 
of numbers belonging to the four classes of which you have 
spoken? 

Porum-tmundo. Their numbers may be estimated thus. 
Jews 3,000,000. Christians 190,000,000. Mahometans 
00,000,000. Bhooddists 152,000,000. Hindoos 90,000,000. 
Followers of Confucius 30,000,000. Idolaters of other descrip. 
tions 100,000,000. 
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EES$QN V. 

Of a 1st*. 

Nityo-anwdo, Be pleased now to inform me of some 
particulars relative to Asia* 

Pontm-amndo, Asia is the largest of the four quarters of 

j l 

the globe, its length being six thousand six hundred and * 
twenty terns, its breadth four thousand six hundred and 
twenty. The population of Asia may be computed at nearly 
600,000,000. 

Nilyo-anundo. What are the names of the principal rul- 
ing powers in Asia ? 

Porum-anuHclo. The nations that have the principal 
power in Asia, are the English, the Chinese, and the Russian?. 
The Russian dominions are m the north; the English in 
the south ; and the Chinese in the ea=t. Besides these are 
the Turkish, Persian, and Birma empires, &e. &c. 

t 

Kityo-anundo. Can you describe the boundaries of Asia ? 
Jporum-anundo. Asia is bounded on the north by the 
Frozen Ocean. On tlic south by the Indian Ocean. On the 
nortU-we^t by Europe, and on the south-west by Africa and 
the Arabian Sea, On the east, it is separated from America 
by the Pacific Ocean. In the south of Hindoos tan, the cli- 
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mate is very hot 5 trtit it iAfaiare temperate as We approach the 

K 

northern <utd Frozen Ocean, in which are such immense 
mountains of fee that it cannot be navigated, ff one Of 

t* 

these heaps of ice, dfiffen by the wind, Were to strike against 
a vessel, she must immediately go to the bottom. 

jNttyo^armndo. What arc the principal countries of Asia? 
Ponm-ctntmdo. ' in Asia are many very extensive coun- 
tries. On the north, extending from east to west, are the 
countries of Siberia and Tartary. In the west, Turkey, Persia, 
and Arabia. In the cast, China, in the south, Hindoostan, 
Asam, Birma, Siam, Ac. Ac. In Asia also are several islands. 
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Of ffi ndo6\tah. 

Kityv-anundo. WgJ you be pleased now to give me a 
dfrscflptitih of that part of Aila which is inhabited by the 
Hindoos, that is to say, Hindyostaa. 

Porufaiamuido , , Hindoos tan is divided into two parts, 
north and south. Taking the Nurbuda river as the northern 
Wundary of south Hindoostan, the sea will form its bound* 
ary on the east, south, and west, the southern extremity being 
Cape Comorin, arfjoiuing to which is the Island of Ceylon. 
The northern division of Hi»doo*tan is bounded on the|k>rth- 
wert by the river Indus, beyond which is Boloelisthan and 
Botvin. To the north and north-east is a celebrated < hain 
of mountains, called the Himaloy. These mountains, form* 
lug an uneven line, extend from the country of Kadi mi or to- 
the south-east boundary of Aracan. To the east of Hindoos- 
tan is the Birman empire. In B< ugal and in the Birman 
empire arc Moi.ipoor,Hirmuba,and several tribes inhabiting 
the mountains, who in general follow the Hindoo customs. 
Within the boundaries hi fore mentioned arc the following 
countries. In the south, Orissa, Telinga, Draviru, Mysore, 
Trnvancore, Ilydrubad, the Marhattas, Nagpoor, and Poona. 
In the north, Bengal, Mug ml, or Behar, Benares, Bundel- 
h hund, Bhugelkhund, Mitheela, or Tbrhoot, Kospul,Muthoore, 
Huriai^p., the JDooab, Rohilkhund, Joypoor, Bicancer, Joud- 
poorJ^e dominions of Scindia and Hjolkar, the Punjab^dalwa, 
i^wtan, Sindh, and Cuzeerat. The length of Hiudooatan, 
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from, Cape Comorin to Benares, is 1773 kros; and its Utmost 
breadth, from Sylhetto the Seindh ^oyutry, 160Q kros, 

- Nityo-amotdo> What may be the amount of the popula- 
tion of Hindoogtan ? ' 

t 

Porum-ajtmdo. It s may be rated at noteless than 

1 00.000. 000. Reckoning' the two castes of Joyn and Sheek as 
Hindoos, the proportion will be thus. Hindoos, twelve parts. 
Mmulumfi?, three parts. Other tribes, one part. 

Nifyo-mmndo . Which is the most populous part of Hin- 
doostan ? 

Pfmtm-anmdo. Amongst the provinces of Hindoostan, 
that of Bengal, according to its size, is the most potions. 
In other parts of the country, the proportion of ground to 
the inhabitants is fifteen bighas to one person. In Bengal 
are 12,500,000 inhabitants, and somewhat more than 

110.000. 000 bighas of ground, which does not yield more* 
than nine bighas to one person. By this it appears that the 
population is exceedingly numerous. In Bengal, the district 
of Burdwan liaB the greatest number of inhabitants, since it 
contains not less than 2,000,000, but not more <nan 6,000,000 
bighas of ground; so that to one person would fall only ihree 
bighas : you perceive, therefore, that here the number of 

people, in proportion, is greatest. 

Nityo-anundo. What arc the languages spoken in Hin- 
doostan ? 

Pemn-rtimindQ. The original language is the Sunscrit, 
pod the Debnagur the original written character. Prom 
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<bese, Various other languages and characters have been 

formed. Further, from the time that the Musulraans took 

possession of the country, which is eight hundred years ago, 
» ^ 

the Persian language and characters have been partially 
adopted, so that several Persian words are Incorporated into 
the Bengalee and Hiodee dialects. In the different provinces, 
different languages are current, such as the Bengalee, 
Asameee, Mitheelese, Koala, Bhootan, Bhojepoor, Conchon, 
Cashtoeer, Ootkol, Telinga, Canarese, Bundelkhund, Hflpiana, 
Canikulya, Jpynugur, &c. &c. in all nearly forty. There 
are also various written characters, such as the Bengalee, 
Moonissoee, Birman, Siamese, Bhootan, Mithceja, Shack, 
Cashmeer, Moultauese, Telinga, Orissa, Tamul, &c. in all 
nearly twenty, formed from the Debnagur. 
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LESSON vn. 


Of Bengal , . 

4 

Nityo-anundo. Pray what are the boundaries of Bengal ? 

Portm-ammdo. The northern boundary extends to the 
countries of Napattland Bhootana, the southern to the Bay 
of Bengal. The countries of Birina and Asaiu form the 
boundary on the' east, Behur and Orissa on the west. Reck- 
oning the two Zillahs Mednipoor and Cuttack as part of 
Bengal, the whole will be in length 300 kros north stod 
south, and in breadth from east to west 200 kros. The an- 
cient name of this province is Ohowr. 

Nityo-anundo. What are the chief towns of Bengal ? 

Porum-anundo. The chief is Calcutta. The next Dacca, 
120 kros to the north of Calcutta, and formerly the capital of 
Bengal. The third Moorsheedabad, whieh also is north of 
Calcutta 1B0 kros. 

Nityo-anundo. What may be the number of inhabitants 
in Bengal ? 

Porum-anundo. It has been computed at 30,000,000 ; of 
which,, reckoning fropia^otal of sixteen, thirteen parts are 
Hindoos, and three parts Musulmans : the fatter abound 
most towards the east. 

Nityo-anundo. Weil, now please to inform me, what are 
the principal rivers? 

Porum-atmndv. The principal rivers are the Canges, 

Brumho-pootro, Pudma, Kooshee, Damodur; besides which 

ore several less, rivers. 

* 

Nityo-anundo . What are its productions ? 
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Porum-nnundo. Bengal produces rice, sugar, salt, silk, 
tobacco, cotton, indigo, opium, saltpetre, cloth of Various 
kinds, together with other articles of commerce. 

Nityo-annundo. At what places are held the principal 
courts of justice, and ho# many are they in number ? 

Porum-atoundo. The towns wherein the principal courts 
are held, are Calcutta, Dacca, and Moorsheedabad. In the 
division of Calcutta, the number of districts is nine. In that 
Of Dacca seven, and the same in that of Moorsheedabad. 

Nifyo-annndo. Please to mention the name of the Zillas 
in the district of Calcutta. 

j Pohtm-ammdo. First, Zilla Hmvalec Shuhur compre- 
hends five Thannahs, in the immediate neighbourhood of 
Calcutta. 2nd, The Twenty-four Purgunnahs. 3rd, Jcssore 
Zilla. 4th, Hooghley. 5th, Nuddea. 6th, Burdwan. 7th, 
Jungul-Moliul. 8tli, Mednaporc. 9th, Cuttack. The two 
last were formerly joined to Orissa. 
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PART II. 


LESSON I. 

Of Zitla Huwallee Shuhur . 

Nityo-anundo . What is the number of the offices of 
police in this zilla, and in what places are they situated > 

Porum-anundo , There are those of Chitpoor, Manicktola, 
Tajhat, Nohazaree, Sulkea, in all five, situate in the suburbs 
of Calcutta* A century ago Calcutta was an inconsiderable 
town. Since then, owing to its being made the seat of go- 
vernment, and to the vast increase of commerce, it has be- 
come exceedingly great and flourishing. In the year 1802, 
the number of houses in this zilla without Calcutta, were 
57,225, of inhabitants 286,125. In the city of Calcutta 
600,000* The total number being nearly 900,000. 

Kityo-unundo . Which is the principal court of justice } 

Porum-anundo . As regards Calcutta and the British in- 
habitants of Bengal, the Supreme Court of Calcutta, the bu- 
siness of which is conducted by tlic Chief Justice and two 
other Judges, who receive their appointment from the King 
of England. 

Nityo-awmdOn Are there any societies in Calcutta that 
ha\ c for their object tbe promotion of learning ? 

Porum-anundo . Yes, the Asiatic Society, the Hindoo 
Society, the School-Book Society, the School Society, &c. &c. 
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The two last societies, one by the furnishing of books, and 
the other by establishing schools, endeavour to spread the 
light of knowledge in every direction. 

Nityo-anundo. What are the descriptions of commerce 
principally carried on in Calcutta ? 

Porum-anundo. I cannot here enumerate all. Importa- 
tions of various kinds are made from England, America, 
China, Bombay, &c. &c. In 1814, when account was taken, 
the imports of one year were found to amount to 18,100,000 
rupees. The exports to 47,600,000. Besides which, the in- 
land export and import amounted to rupees 10,400,000. The 
total of imports and exports for one year being 76,100,000 
rupees. Lately several new roads and streets have been cut 
in and about the city of Calcutta, which is daily increasing 
in size and splendour. 
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LESSON II. 

Of the Twenty-four Purgunnahs, 

Nityo-anundo « What are the limits of the Twenty-four 
furgunnahs ? 

Porum-an undo. This zilla is bounded on the north by 
Zilla Nuddea ; on the south by the sea and the Sunder- 
buns ; on the west by the river HooghJey ; on the east 
by Zilla Jessore. Besides the rivers Hooghley and Raymun- 
gul are several smaller ones towards the south, which, pass- 
ing through the Sunderbuns, fall into the sea. Also sepa- 
rate from these is a nulla named Catigunga, or Tolly's Nulla, 
which passes near to Calcutta, and by which communication 
is held between that city and Dacca. Wood for fires, lime, 
cloth, and various other articles from Dacca, are brought 
through this nulla. 

Nityo-anundo. Of what extent is this ziila ?, 

Porum-cmundo. Its length from north to south is 100 
kros, its breadth from east to west 60 kros. 

n * 

Nityo-anundo . What is its population ? 

Porum-anundo . It is supposed to contain about 1,200,000 
inhabitants. Reckoning from a total of sixteen, 12 parts are 
Hindoos, and four parts Musulmans, besides many Eu- 
ropeans. The Judge and Collector reside at Alipore, where 
the court is held. 

Nityo-anundo . What arc the chief articles of trade ? 

Porum-anundo . Amongst the principal articles which 
grow in this Zilla are fruits and indigo. Besides which, 
being near to the sea, it produces a great quantity of salt* 
The -chief trading towns are Borahonugur, Nowabgu nge, 
Eishnopore, and Colagachie. 
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LESSON in. 

Qf ZiUasfessore. 

NUyo-anundo . Of what extent are the limits of this 
zilla ? 

Porum-anundo. On the north they extend as far as the 
Pudxnawatee river, which, issuing from the Ganges, runs 
eastward, and by Europeans is called the Ganges. The 
south of this zilla is bounded by the sea. The west by 
the Twenty-four Purgunnahs and Nuddea. The east by 
Dacca Jalalpoor and Bakorgunge. 

Nityo-anundo. What are its chief towns ? 

Porum-anundo. The chief towns are Bhoosna, Mahmood- 
poor, Noldanga, Mirjanogur, Gopal-gunge, Coolnea, which 
lie chiefly towards the north. In the south are the Sun- 
derbuns. The ground being intersected by inlets from the 
sea, is in general swampy, and almost entirely covered with 
wood. The only persons who dwell there are the lnolun- 
gees, or salt manufacturers. Were the number of inhabitants 
sufficient, and the ground properly cultivated, much grain 
might be produced, the soil being very fertile. • * 

Nityo-anundo . Please to name its most remarkable pro- 
ductions ? 

Porum-anundo* They are these, — grain of different kinds, 
indigo, excellent cocoanuts, matting, cloth, *&c. There is 
also much cattle. 

Nityo-anundo . What are the principal rivers ? 

Porum-anundo . The principal rivers arc the Bhoirob, 
Cliittra, Nobo-gonga, Coomar, and Modhoomotee. 

Nityo-anundo. What is the amount of its population ? 

Porum-anundo . In the year 1803, when by order of the 
Governor General an account was taken, the number of 
inhabitants amounted to 1,200,000, of which nine parts are 
Musulinans and seven parts Hindoos. 
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LESSON IV. 

Of Zillah Hooghly . 

Nityo-anundo . I now request the favour of your giving: 
me a description of Zillah Hooghly ? 

Porwn-anundo. It is bounded on the north by Burdwan. 
On the east by the River Hooghly. On the west and south 
by Midnapore. The town of Hooghly is situate on the 
west bank of the river. Further to the south, on the same 
side of the river, are three other towns, or settlements. The 
first Chiusurah, which belongs to the Dutch. The second 
C’ modern agore, belonging to the French. The third Se- 
rnmpore, which belongs to the Danish government. Be- 
sides these, in Hooghly Zillah, are the towns Chundcrkona, 
OoJubarea, Kheerpoy, &c. In the time of the Mahometan 
government* factories were established in % the town of 
Hooghly by the Portuguese, English, French, and other 
European traders. Afterwards, ahotit two hundred years 
ago, a dispute having arisen between the Portuguese and 
the Moguls, a contest ensued, in which the former were de- 
feated. Those that remained fled in three of their ships, leav- 
ing behind the rest of their vessels and property. Some hun- 
dreds, unable to escape by flight, and dreading to fall into 
the hands of their enemies, betook themselves to a larg'* and 
richly laden vessel, then lying in the river, and setting fire to 
several barrel*- of gunpowder, sacrificed at once their trea- 
sure and their lives. 
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Nitj/o-ammdo. What -is the number of iuhabitants in this 
zillah ? > • , t, . . ' 

Porum-anundo. The number may be computed at nearly 
1,200,000. Three parts being Hindoos, and one fourth Mu- 
so l man?. . , . 

Nityo-anundo. What are its chief productions ? 
Porum-anundo. In consequence of the annual inunda- 
tions, it produces grain in great plenty ; also sugar, indigo, 
&c. In this zillah are several schools established by the Ho- 
nourable Company. 


LESSON Y. 

Of Zillah Nuddea. 

Nityo-anundo. Pray inform me what are the boundaries 
of this zillah ? 

Porum-anundo. On the north it is bounded by Zillah 
Rajsahee. On the south by that of the Twenty-four Purgun- 
nalis. On the east by Jessore. On the west by Hooghly 
river. 

Nityo-anundo. What may be the extent of its population. 

Porum-anundo. It amounts to nearly 1,400,000, of which 
three parts are Hindoos, one fourth Musulmans. 

Nityo-anundo. What articles does it produce ? 

Pomtn-ammdo. The land being high, affords much ex- 
cellent pasture for cattle, as well as pulse, hemp, flax, to- 
bacco, indigo, sugar, and mangoes, with different kinds of 
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plants. Grain is less abundant. This part: of the country is 
also celebrated for learning.. In most of the principal towns, 
ifhc inhabitants arewell acquainted with the shastres, and 
several sciences. . , . . > / • 

Nitya-amatdo. Please to name the villages which are of 
chief repute. 

Porum-anundo. The, chief are these four, via?. Nobodeep, 
Santipore, Oola, and Koomarhatta. Besides these, the most re- 
spectable are Sheebneebas, Krisnogur, Sooksagur, Ranughat, 
Chagda, &c. &c. Tbe court is held at Krisnogur. Formerly 
the seat of government was adjoining to Nobodeep 5 after- 
wards the country bping taken possession of by the Musul- 
mans, in the year 1204, during the reign of Shah Hootobood- 
deen, it was transferred to tbe city of Gour, since which 
period the city of Nobodeep has been falling into decay. 
In the year 1757, near to a town in this zillah named Plas- 
sey, the English obtained a victory over the Nabob Se- 
rajdowlah, which put them in possession of Bengal. 
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LESSON VL 

Of Zilla Burdwan. 

Jl * K ^ ' * ‘ ^ ^ 

Xityo-anundo . Of what extent is Burdwan Zilla ? 

Porum-anundo. It extents on the north to the river 
Adjy, On the south to Mednipore and Hooghly. On the 
east to the banks of the Hooghly. On the West to the 
Jungle Mehuls. , 

Nityo-unundo. What is* the number of inhabitants ? 

Porum-anundo . The population is exceedingly numerous : 
it is estimated at not less than 1,450*000* of whom thirteen 
parts are Hindoos, three parts Musulmans. 

Nityo-ommdo. Of what nature is the soil ? 

l'oriim-anundo* The soil is remarkably fertile ; perhaps 
the most so of any in the country. The labouring people, 
also, bestow much pains on its cultivation, so that several 
articles, such as cotton, silk, pawn* tobacco, indigo, grain, 
&c. are produced in great abundance. 

Nityo-amtndo . What are the chief towns ? 

Poiwn-anundo . The chief is the town of Burdwan, in 
which the Rajah has Ills residence. The number of its in- 
habitants is about 50,000. Amongst the other principal 
towns and villages may be reckoned Kanchon-nogor, Cutwa, 
Umbika, Mauncour, Mungulkoth, &c. &c. In Burdwan are 
several schools established by Europeans. 

Nityo-anundo . Are there any rivers, of note in this zilla ? 
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Porwn-anundo Adjoinihg* to it are the rivers ftdogiily, 
Adjy,ahd Damoodat. The fetter is divid&d into two streams, 
One of which fm-merfy ^hipassed fonur parts* the other 
twelve j htlt within the last eighty, years, the smaller has be- 
come the larger, -and the greater the less. 


LESSON VII. 

Of Jtmgul Mehttl Zilla. 

Nilyo-anundo. Of what extent is this zilla? 

Pomm-anundo. It is bounded on the north by Beer- 
bhooiu. On tbe south by Mednipore. On, the east by 
Burdwau. On tl»c west by Rain Gor and Chota Nagpore. 
Its length from oast to west is 90 kros, and its breadth from 
north to south 65 kros. 

Nityo-anundo . Is this zilla of long continuance, or has 
it been lately established ? 

Porum-auu'mlo. It has been established only a short 
time, having been first formed about 15 years ago out of the 
zillas Beerbhoom, Mednipore, and Burdwan. On this ac- 
count tbe number of its inhabitants, is not exactly ascertained. 

, Nityo-anundo. Which are the principal towns? 

Porum-anuudo. The chief is Bakoora, where the chief 
magistrate resides. The prison is also there. The terri- 
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tones of the Rajah of VUhnoOpoPe are incorporated with 
this zilta. This kingdom is exceedingly ancient, the Rajah’s 
lineal succession having held it in possession for the space of 
1100 years, free of tribute. Tart was purchased by the Com- 
pany, and part by the Rajah of Bttrdwan. 

Nityo-anundo. What are the names of its rivers? 

Porurn-anundo, They are as follow : the Damodor, Adjy, 
Shiiai, Dalkeesor, and Casai. 

Nityo-anundo. 1 observe there is a new road lately made 
from Calcutta to Benares. Pray by what route does it 
pass? 

Forum- anundo. it passes through this ziila. 


LESSON VIII. 

Of Ziila Mednipoi'e. 

Nityo-anundo. What are the boundaries of this ziila ? 
Porurn-anundo. On the north they extend to the Jungle 
Mehals and Burdwan. On the south to Balasore and the sea. 
On the east io the river Hoogly. Its length may be about 
120 kros, and its breadth 90. In the year 1770, there happen- 
ed in this part of the country a most dhtressing famine, which 
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carried off nearly one lialf df t^e inhabitants. Again there 
was another Ifsss severe in the year ,1799. Since that period, 
the population has been increasing. ^ 

Nityo-anundo. Can you inform me as to th'e present 
amount ? 

Pomm-anundo. Twenty-three years ago, when by order 
of the Governor General an account was taken of the dif- 
ferent districts, it was found that the 'population of the ziila 
amounted to 1,500,000, almost aH of them Hindoos. 

Nityo-anundo. Of what do its articles of commerce 
chiefly consist <? 

Poruni anundo. They consist mostly of sugar, indigo, and 
cloth of superior quality. The principal towns are Medui- 
pore, Julesor, Piplee, Nagurgur, Tumlook, and Kedgeree. 
Europeans began to trade first at the town of Piplee. 


LESSON IX. 

Of Cuttack Ziila. 

Nityo-mnndo, Of what extent is Cuttack Zilla ? 
Porum-anundo . It is limited on the north by Mednipore 

’ it' 

and Moyurbhunge. On the south by the district of Gan jam. 
On the east by the Bay of Bengal. On the west by the Orissa 
territories. Its length is 140 kros, and its breadth 55 kros. 
From ancient time it has been divided into two parts, North 
and South. The name of the former division is Baiasore, that 
of the latter Juggurnauth. 

Nityo-antmdo. Of what amount is the population ? 
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Porum-anmido. It is supposed to be about 1,200,000, 
of whom nearly the whole are Hindoos. This part being 
directly on the sea-shore, is unhealthy : provision ata& fere 
somewhat scarce, and the people in general poor. , The 
articles furnished from hence are chiefly rice, salt, edged 
tools, stones, and Iron pans. 

Nityo-umuido. Which are the principal towns ? 

Porum-anundo. They are these ; fialasore, Bhodrok, Cut- 
tack, Juggurnauth, &e. The river Mohanodee runs through 
the eentre of this zilla, so that the inhabitants are plentifully 
supplied with water. 
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PART III. 

ZILLAHS INCLUDED IN THE DACCA 6flcUIT. 

» »*> 

LESSON I. 

Of Dacca Zilla. 

Nityo-anundo. How many zillas are there attacked to tbe 
court at Dacca ? 

Porum-anundo. The 1st includes the town of Dacca, with 
the country in its vicinity. 2nd, Dacca-Jalalpoor. 3rd, Moy- 
muusiogll. 4th, Sylhet. Sth, Bakorgunge. 6th, Tipera, 7th, 
Chittagong : which form part of the country of Burendra. 

Nityo-anundo. What are the boundaries of the zilla which 
includes the town of Dacca ? 

Porum-anundo. It is bounded on the north By zilla Moy- 
munsingh j on the south by Bakorgunge ; on the east by the 

Brutnkupootro, which separates between Dacca and Tipera ; 

* 

and on the west by zilla Dacca-Jalalpocr. It is situated in the 
east of Bengal. 

Nityo-anundo. How far distant is it from Calcutta ? 
Porum-anundo. By land the distance is 80 kros. But by 
water, dwing to the several windings of the river, it is not less 
tli an 200 kros. Two hundred and fifteen years ago, in the 
year 1608, during the Mahometan government, this city was the 
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metropolis of Bengal, and remained so for the apace o f one hun- 
dred years ; in consequence of which the population of the town 
of Dacca and its suburbs, which amounts to 1,20,000, consists 
chiefly of Musulmans. Previously to the seat of government 
being transferred to Dacca, the city of Rajmahal was the 
capital of Bengal. From Dacca it was removed to Moorsheda- 
bad. In this zilla, besides Dacca, arc two other principal towns, 
Narayungunje and Sonargoan. The population of the former 
amounts to 15,000. The principal articles of trade are salt, 
grain, and tobacco. Khosa cloth is manufactured at Sonar- 
goan. 

Nityo-cmundo. What are the names of its rivers ? 

Porum-a/iundo. The principal rivers are the Brumhupootro, 
Booreegunga, Dulsuraee, and Luckhee. 

LESSON II. 

Of Ztlla Dacca- Jalalpoor. 

Nityo-cmundo. What are the limits of this zilla ? 

Porum- anundn. On the north they extend to ZiUa Rajsha- 

hee and Moj munsingh } on the south to Bakorgraije ; on the 

east to the Dacca zilla j and on the west to Jessore. Twenty 

three years ago, in the year 1800, a new zilla, named Babor- 
* 

gunje, was formed out of the southern parts of this zilla. 

Nityo-annndo. What may be the number of its inhabitants ) 
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Porum-anuudo. The present timber may be computed at 
800,000, seven parts being Hindoos, and nine Musularans, 

Nityo-anundo. What are its productions ? 

ponm-anundo. The land, being mostly inundated during the 
rains by the Pudma and other rivers, becomes exceedingly fer- 
tile ; and besides a large quantity of grain, it produces indigo, 
betel>nnt, a' kind of cotton, named Uhanga; also kbosa, dimity, 
and other cloths. 

Nityo-anundo. What are the names of the chief towns ? 

Port/m-anundo. FureedpoOr is the place where the court is 
held, and where the judge and collector have their residence. 
In this villa is a place called Dummy, which is celebrated for its 
cloth manufactory. 

NHyo-anundo. What axe the rivers found here ? 

Porum-anundo. The principal river is the Pudma, which 
passes through the centre of the seilla j besides this are other 
smaller rivers. 


LESSON III. 

Of Zilla Moymmuingh. 

Nityo-anundo. Please to inform me as to the situation and 
extent of this rilla 5 

Porum-anundo. It is bounded on the north by Rungpore 
and the G&ro mountains j on the south by Dacca j on the east 
by Sylbet ; and on the west by' Rajshahee. 
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I'Mtiyo-amndo. How long has 4* been established, and of 
what amount is die population? 

Porum-anundo. It bag been established only thirty-fmir 
year*, having been formed jtr'ibe yea* 1799 out of other villas : 
Ob this account the ndmber of inhabitants is not exactly known. 
In the year 100), they were supposed to amount to 1 ,360,000, 
ten parts being Hindoos, and six parts Mussulmans. 

Nityo-anundo. Of what nature is the soil, and what are its 
productions ? 

Porum-mundo. The soil is very rich, owing to its being an- 
Dually inundated by various nullas issuing from the Brurnhu- 
pootro. It produces coarse kinds of rice and mustard in great 
plenty. 

Nityo-amtndo. What are the principal towns 5 

r* 

P-orum-anundo. The principal town is Nusseerabad, where 
the judge and collector reside. Thirty-two years ago, this place 
was almost a jungul j but since the court has been held there, 
it is greatly improved. There is also another town called 
Sirqjgunje, which is noted for its trade. 

LESSON JV. 

Of ZiUa Sylhet . 

Nify&-anundo. What Is the situation and extent of this 
silk? 

PoTUm -amndo. On the north, and east, and south-east boun- 
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the weat Mo^iwifigh 

Nityo-mtundo. What is Ike number of the inhabitants ? 
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1801, when an aeeotliit was taken, it «m estimated at 5,00,000, 

of which nine fatts tat Hindoos, and seven pert* Musulmaas. 

Nityo-anundo. What are the articles which it affords i 

Porum*onw*cb. In &e tewdanda hi produced an abundance 

of grain, and in the ufovstains, sags*. cotton, with great plenty 

fl^lime. Which is imported from hence into various parts of Ben- 
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'gal for the purposes of building. In addition to these, it pro- 
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daces aloes, oranges, excellent cloth, &c. dec. Alan elephants, 
which are taken as they descend from the hills. Several persons 


are employed by the Hon’ble Company for the purpose of catch - 
wf « 

jmg them. This aiUa being so very extensive, it comprises many 

H * 

pnrgunjiaks. *,T«» years ago* the revenue ww collected in kow- 
ries ; but rupees are now eurrent. 
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LESSON V. 

f, * 

Of Zilla Bataurgvnje. 

Nityo-wmtd*, Can you ‘htfbwmme an t»*tbe dimensions of 
this rilla 1 

Pomm-anundo. It is bounded on the north by Dacca-Jalal- 
poorj pn the south by the sea ; on the east by the river 
MegnSj.which divides it from Tipera ; and on the west by Jes- 
»ore. It was first established twenty-three years ago, ia the 
yew 1800, being taken oat of the south of Zdla-Jalalpootj and 
Uudodes the island of South Shahabaspoor, which produces much 
■alt. Aforetime the Mugs used to commit many depredations in 
these parts ; at present, being under the protection of the Com- 
pany, the population Increases, and the land is mdre cultivated* 

NUyo-ammdo. Can you inform me as to its soil, and the 
number of Inhabitants 1 

JPorum-ammdo. The number of inhabitants may be estimat- 
ed at 12,00,000, more nr less j ten parts of whom are Hindoos, 
and sin parts Musulruatus. The land being low, is overflowed 

onee in the year ; on which account the soil is remarkably fruit- 

* 

fill, and produces two crops. Much rice ii imported from hence 
to Calcutta. 

Nityo-antmdo. Can you ham* the principal towns 1 

Borum-anmdB. The principal town is Burisal, which has 
(greatly increased in trade and population. She court is held 
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bane. Two and feweatf ftmwfa ft win WW at Bakurgunje, 
which is now become wiriftt Buri*ai continue# 

to increase. 

Nityo-antmdo. I wish now to inquire, can you give top any 
information respecting ap iwiadat^m which .lately happened in 
those parts? , 

Ponm-ammdo, Yes, certainly. Op Thursday the 6th of 
Jane 1832, the waters of the river Megua, being greatly 
swelled by the tide,, and impelled by v violent Storm of wind, 
overflowed the banks, to the height of between three and four 
cubits, in consequence of which a number of houses, trees &c. 
were destroyed. The distress occasioned was, however, trifling, 
compared with that which took place on the following night, 
when the water, which had greatly accumulated,, having bur A 
the bounds of the river, inundated the entire country. A gen- 
tleman who afterwards visited the different parts, report** the 
flood to hbve risen to the height of twelve cubilr. Several of 
the inhabitants, thinking to save their lives, climbed into Uees, 
and fearing lest, being Mat with hunger and fatigue, they should 
let* go their hold, lashed their bodies to the branches with 
theft clothes. In this miserable state they at last perish- 
ed. In order to sustain the lives of those who escaped this 
dreadful catastrophe, 7,000 bags of rice, together With oil, salt, 
ghee, foe. &c. wer« despatched by Government from Calcutta. 
A handsome subscription was also made by the flon’ble Com- 
pany, in conjunction With the inhabitants of Calcutta, the 
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number of souls destroyed 1>y this inuadstifclij&ccording to the 
police report, mclndes 18,700 men* and 18,300 women total 

37,000. Besides Which, there west £9,000 head .of entile de- 
stroyed. 

NZfyo-amtndo. Truly this wee a terrible disaster j only to hear 
of it causes me to tremble. Alas 1 eke 1 When God is angry, 
who* carvescape ? When he gives command, how easily can any 

one of the elements destroy in a moment thousands of his 

' \ 

f 

creatures ! Well, surely those people Were more wicked than 
the rest of the inhabitants of the country. What is your opi- 
nion ? 

Porttm-mundo. I do not think so } rather 1 conceive that 
others are alike slnfuL If therefore the judgments of God which 
overtook them, fell not upon us, we must ascribe it only to hi% 
mercy. 


LESSON VI. 

' Of Zilla Tipera. 

Nityo-anundo. Whitftare the bounduries of this zilla 1 
Porwn-ammdo. On the north It is bounded by Sylbet and 
Moymuasia^h $ on the south by Chittagong aad the sea ; on 
the east by the Tipera hills and the Birman empire ; and on the 

west by the river Megna, which runs between Dacca and Ba- 
kuTgunje. 1 
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which belongs to the King of Blna^a. On the west is the Say 
of Bengal. 

jy. Tell me what is the extent Of ifer population ? 

P. It i* supposed to amount to shoot 1,500,000, of whom 
fire punts are Mugs, she parts Mbttdwaas, end five ports Hin- 
doo*. 

What are its articles of commerce ? 

P. The trade consists chiefly in solid Umber and planks, 
coarse kinds of cloth, cotton, umbrellas, &c. Shipbuilding is 
also carried on in the docks. To the west of Chittagong are the 
islands Sundeep, Hattya, and Baminy, from whence the Hon. 
Company obtain salt. 

jV. Can you inform me where is the residence of the judge? 

P. The judge of this district resides at t her town of Isla- 
mabad, or Chittagong, where also is the collector’s court. Two 
other towns of note are Rarnoo and Cox’s-Bazar, where are 
custom-houses. They are chiefly Inhabited by the Mugs. Eight 
kros from Islamabad is Sectfcoond, where is a hot well named 
Barubacoond ; and four kros beyond this is a volcano, named 
Dhuramagni. In the interval is a cavern, the air of which is 
of so inflammable a nature, that it no sooner comes in contact 
with fire, than an explosion is produced. 
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LESSON VIIL 

Of the Court at Moorsheedabad. 

Nitya-ammdo. How many cilia* are attached to the court at 

t * 

Moorsheedabad l 

Porum-amatdo. In the whole seven. ] at, The town of Moor- 
sheedabad. 2nd, Raj shah ee. 3rd; BeerbhoOtn. 4th, Poornea. fitii, 
Bhagulpoof. 6th, Dinapoor. 7tb, Rungpoor. Hie judge resides 
at Moorsheedabad, which, with Casdm-Bazar and the parts adja- 
cent, Conns a zitia. 

JV. At what distance from Calcutta is Moorsheedabad ? 

P. It is distant from Calcutta 120 kros northward, and Is 
situate on the bank of the river Canges. Formerly it was known 
by the name of Muksoodahad; but from the period that the 
Nabob Mooraheed-ali-khan made it his residence, it has been 
called Moorsheedabad} and in the time of the Mahometan 

4 

government, for the space of fifty years, was the capital of 
Bengal, on which account the Mahometan princes continue to, 
reside here. The inhabitants are chiefiy Musulmann, and the 
current language is the Hindoostanee. In the year 1757, when 
tile English took possession of Bengal, the seat of government 
was removed to Calcutta. 

XT. What may be the number of inhabitants 5 

p. In the town of -Mo >rsheedftbad ore 30,000 houses, 
and 165,000 people, the houses are much crowded, and the 
river this port is shallow, There is also within the town, a 
great deal of bamboo and other jungle ; on -these accounts the 
town is unhealthy. Large sums hare lately been expended by 
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government, aided by subscription from the inhabitants, towards 
improving the city, by making roads, filling up tanks, and root* 
ing out tbe jangle. Adjoining to Moorsheedabad is Casim- 
Bazar, a celebrated mart for talk. 


LESSON IX. 

Of Zilla Moorsheedabad. 

Kityo-anundo. What are the boundaries of this zilla ? 

Porwn-anundo. On the north-west and west are Bhagulpoor 

and Beerbhoom ; on the south Nuddea and Jessorej on the east 

the Pudrnabotee, which separates this zillah from Rajshahee. 

A T . How many inhabitants are there ? 

P. Without the town the population may* be reckoned at 

850,000. Almost the whole of the land is cultivated. It pro- , 

* 

duces indigo and silk in great abundance. 

JV. Please to inform me which is the principal town ? 

P. The principal town, and at which the judge resides, is 
Moorsheedabad. The court also is held here. Besides this are 
Bhogobanjfola, Jungeepoor, Berhampoor, &c. &c. Bliogoban- 
golais a noted mart for grain. At Jungeepoor is a silk factory 
belonging to the Company. Berhampoor is a military Btation. 
Here arc very noble barracks for the accommodation of the 
Hon’ble Company’s officers and troops. 
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What are the chief livers fdunflih 7 •■ 

P. First the Bbagiruthee, which 'fflbWfeg fwwn the Pudhia 
opposite to the village Sooty, paBses soatlif^l :^roagh the 
centre of the zilla. Near to the south-east corner in the river 
Jellingy, which also flows out of the Pudma. Within the last 
ten years a canal has been cut from the Ganges to Moor- 
sheedabad. 


LESSON X. 

Of Zilla Jlajshahee. 

Nityo-anundo. Can you give me any particulars as to the 
situation and extent of this zilla ? 

Porum-anumb. Yes, certainly. On the north it extends 
to Dinajpoor and Rungpoor ; on the east to Moymunsingh. To 
the south and east, the boundary is formed by zillas Dacca- Ja- 
lalpoor, Jessore, and Nuddea. 

JY. What may be the number of its inhabitants ? 

P. They are supposed to amount to one million five hundred 
thousand, of whom ten parts are Hindoos, and six parts 
Musulmans. . ■ ^ ‘ 

Y N. What are the Chief articles of commerce, produced 
in' tiis zilla? ^ 
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. TJ»e principal i# silk, wlde^i# purchased, Jkyjtfe^ 
ia order to be made into doth. For this purpose are factories 
at Comnarkally, HuCmul, Surda, ami Bauleab, The cotton 
cloths are also purehasod by the Company. In addition to 
the places, aboye mentioned, are the towns of Nature, Seebgunje, 
&c". &cr The court is held at Natore, where the judge and 
collector reside. The celebrated Rauee Bhobanee formerly 
lived here. Some time ago Rajraahal formed part of this zilla: 
it is now joined to Bhagulpoor. 

JY. Are there any rivers of note in this zilla ? 

P. Yes, several, viz. the Narud, the Atreyee, the Corotoiya, 
the Balesor, &c. &c. 

LESSON XL 

Of Zilla Beerbhoom. , 

Nityo-anundo. What are the boundaries of this zilla ? 

Porum-ammdo. It is bouni|gjl opthe north by Bhagulpoor; 
on the east by MoorsheedaJbad, and Nobodeep, or Nuddca ; 
ou the south by the river Aujoy, which passes between Bard- 
wan and Jungul-Maliul rillns. On the west it is bounded 
by Ratngur. ' : 

N. Of what amount is the population ? • 

P. Twenty-two years ' agd, in the year 1001, when an 
account was taken, the population amounted to 1,500,000 
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ef whom .two thirds are Hindoos, and one third MusuK 
mans. 

jV r . What are its productions ? 

P. They ■ fconsist Chiefly of grain and" sugar ; there are 
also very considerable mines of iron. The Europe iron, being 
of superior quality, is however preferred. 

N. Can you inform me what are the names of the towns ? 

P. They are these : Soory, Nagore, Soorool, Baidyanath, 
he. The judge and collector reside at Soory. In the time of 
the Mahometan government, the capital of the district was 
at Nagore* At Soorool is a factory belonging to the Company. 

N. Which are the principal rivers? 

P. The principal are the Aujoy and the Mohra. In general, 
however, the rivers are shallow, tod scarcely navigable, except*, 
in the rainy season. 

(* ,, 

LESSON Nil. 

Of Zfilla Bhngulpoor. 

N. What axe the boundaries of this zilla ? 

P. On the north, it is. bounded by Tirhoot ; on the south 
by ftamgur and Beerhhooin ; on the Cast by Purnea; and on the 
west, by Bihar and Ramgur. 
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N, Can yon inform me as to its trade* and the li timber of 
its inhabitants > 

P. The inhabitants are reckoned at upward of 3*000,000, of 
m bom three fourths are Hindoos, and one fourth Musuimaus. 
Tiiis rilla produces a large quantity of indigo, cotton, rice, barley , 
tobacco, wheat, potatoes, be , ; notwithstanding, owing to the 
numerous population, the necessaries of life are not so rea- 
sonable. The silk, Bhagulpoor cloths, saltpetre, &.c. are pur- 
chased by the Tlon’ble Company. In this /alia are great num- 
bers of mountaineers, whose language differs from that of the rest 
of the inhabitants. They bnng from the hills va*t quantities 
of Umber, firewood, coal, wax, honey, cotton, &c. which they 
barter m exchange for cloth, rice, fish, metals, oil, salt, and 
spices. 

N. Whith are the chief (owns 5 

P, The chief town is Bhaguipoor, whete the judge and 
collector have then residence. The nuiuhci of its inhabitants is 
computed at 30,000. Besides tins aie Hajmahal, Munglui. 
&e. he. 


iXSbOK XIII. 

0/ ZiUn Purntah. 

yrfyo-arivndo. Of what extent i, thi-. /ilia ? 

Pomm-anumlo. On the north it is bounded by the Mojrung 

* 

hill** ; en the south b\ Bhagulpooi and the Puduiawutce river $ 
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obthe east by Dinagepore ; and on the west by Tirhaot. Tbe 
name of this alb before era* Dkurmupsor. < . 

N. How many people does it contain ? 

P. Twelpre years ago they were numbered at 2*900,000, 
of whom 'nine parts were conceived to be Hindoos, and seven 
parts Musulmans. 

N. What are the articles it produces i 
JP. It is celebrated for fine oxen, especially in tbe western 
parts* It also produces much rice, indigo, ghee, oil, wheat, 
&c. Quantities of timber brought from the Morung bills are ex- 
ported to various parts. It also produces silk and muslins. 
iV. Please to name the principal towns. 

P. Their names are, Purneah, N athpoor, and Cusba ; but the 
principal station, in which the judge resides, and the court is 
held, is Purneah, the inhabitants of which may be estimated at 
about 40,000. 

AT. What are the names of its rivers ? 

P. The largest are, the Coosee and Cauka, which pass from 
the Nepanl hills into Bengal, and afterwards proceeding east- 
ward, flow into tip! Ganges. Much timber is brought down the 
Coosee from the Morung hills, which, from its length and sub- 
stance, always fetches a high price lo the markets, and is known 
by thWHame of Coosee duwabar. 
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LESSON JCIV. 

it 

Zilla DinqjfQW. 

Nityo-amndo. What art the limits of this zilla ? 

Porum*utmnda. The fotm of this tifla is triangular, and is 
described thus. Ou the east is zilla Rungpoor ; on tiie we»t Pur- 
ncah ; on the Bouth Rajs bailee, One of the corners extends 
northward to the neighbourhood of Cooch Bebar. 

N. Can you tell me the number of inhabitants ; also wtaat 
are its productions ? 

P. An estimate of the population was made in 1808, fifteen 
years ago, when it was found to amount to 300,000, of whom 
eleven parts are Musulmans, and five parts Hindoos. The peo- 
ple in general .'re poor. The produce consists chiefly of grain, 
hemp, tobacco, mustard, Coar,e paper, mats, canvas, thread, 
&c. 

iV. Which are the principal towns ? 

P. They are these, Diuapoor, Maida, Raj-gunje, Bhobn- 
ncepoor, & c. The judge and collector reside atfDinapoor, in 
which are about 30,000 inhabitants. At Maida is a cloth factory 
belonging to the Company. The houses* of Maida, for the 
most part, are built of brick, &c. taken from the ancient city of 
Gowr. Raj-gunje is noted for its trade. An annual fair is 
held at Bhubanecpoor, which is frequented by nearly 100,000 
people. 
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N. Are there any river# of note m this ziik I 
P. Yes ; to the west of Dtnapoor ere the Malnutonda and 
Poonatbhoba, which separate Purneah from Dinajpoor, In the 
east quarter is the Camtoiya river, which passes between Hang- 
poor and Dinajpoor, 


LKSSON XV. 

Of 7iUn Mmgpoor, 

Kityo-mvmdo. Can you inform me as to the situation of 
this zilla ? 

Parum-anundo. It forms part of the northern extremity 

of Bengal, and is bounded ou the north by Cooc li, and Bh it , (or 

Thibet ;) on the st>ulhby Moymunsingh and Rajshaheo ; on the 

east by Asam and the Garo mountains. On the west by Din.y- 

, *• 

poor. Directly north of this zilla is Cooehbehar, in the capital 
of which resides a servant of the Company, whose office is to re- 
ceive from the rajah the stipulated revenue, and to transmit it 

I 

to Calcutta. 

N. IIow many inhabitants are there ? 

4 

P. Including Rangamatee and Bieaec, which are attached 
to this zilla, the total population will amount to 2 , 700 * 000 , one 
half Hindoos, the other Musulman*. 

AT”. What articles does it produce ? 
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P. It produce s-lime, the paua-leaf, wheat, tobacco, bam- 
boos, &c. also the silk and and lac worms* The Rungpoor hills 
abound in tigers, elephants, bears, monkies, &c. 

N. Please to tell me the name of the principal* towns. 

P. The principal town is Rungpoor, near to which is the 
Tillage of Dhap, tlie residence of the judge and collector. There 
are also the towns of Muhgolhant and Goalpara. Considerable 
tirade is carried on between this ziUa and Asam. 

2V. What are its chief rivers ? 

«L 

P. The chief is theTisbna, or Trisrota, which rises to the 
north of Rungpoor, and running 250 kros, afterward joins the 
Pudnna. There is also the Corotoiya, which separates the zillas 
of Rungpoor and Dinajpoor, and falls into tjhe Tishna. 


LESSON XVI. 

Of (he Rivers'of Hindoostan. 

Nityo-anundo. I am much gratified by the account you 
have given of Bengal : be pleased now to inform me respecting 
the rivers of Hindoostan. 

Poritm^anundu. In Hindoostan are several river®, the most 

considerable of which is the Ganges, which, taking its rise in 

the Hintaloy mountains, traverse® a space of 1300 kros, and 

afterward falls into the Indian Ocean to the south of Calcutta. 

In its course* is joined by the Jutnoona, Gogra, Son, Gundukee, 

* 

Coojsee* &c. 

JV> Are there? auy other rivers that are equal in me to the 
Canges * 
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P . Not in Hindoostan. There we in other parts. In Asia 
are the two Chinese liters* Htatfih© and Ki&n-ku. The length 
of the former is 1750 kros* of the latter 1900 kros. In Sooth 

America is the A Ojaam, which is the largest river in the world* 

the space over which it passes from its source to the sea being 

^ * 

sot less than 2100 kros. 

N. Well* please to give me some particulars of the other 
rivers of Hindoostan. 

P. The next is the Bruhmupooter, which has its source near 
to that of the Ganges, and in its way to the sea is joined by an 
arm of that river named the Pudmaj afterward passing byTipt- 
M, »t falls into the Bay of Bengal. 

, N. Are the Bruhmupooter and Ganges rivers alike in 
length } 

P. They take their rise* as was said before, nearly at the 
same spot, and therefore in one respect the length of both is 
equal ; yet in some places they are distant from each other not 
less than 1050 krds : the reason is* the Ganges runs iu one 
course to the south, whereas the Bruhmupooter makes a very 
large circuit eastwatd. Passing through Thibet, it reaches 
the borders of China j afterwards returning to Bengal 
through the A sain country* it falls into the sea near Lukhee- 
poor. 

jV. Please to inform me if there be any other principal 
rivers. 

P. Another principal river is the Sindh, or Indus* which 

©rms the boundary of Hindoostan ou the north-west. It takes 
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its nee in the liim&loi mountains, and, posing 1000 krot, fall a 
Into the Indian Ocean, la it* *»m*e it is joined by the Sutoo- 
der, Beyah, Yrawnteo, ChnodruMaga, and llitufcta, or Hyifc- 
pcs. The territory included within these five men is deno- 
minated the Purgab. ( 

N. Are there any riven of note besides the Ganges, Brujamu- 
ponter, and Indus } 

P. Yes, the Nurmuda, which, issuing from the Rajraahal 
hills, proceeds westward, and afterwards foils into the Indian 
Ocean to the north of the Sowtaetro country : its length is 650 
krus. Another is the Godavurec, which takes its rise in the 
neighbourhood of Bombay, and, passing 750 kros, foils into 
the Indian Ocean on the north of the Carnatic. A third 
the Krishna, which has its source from the Ghat mountains 
in the Carnatic, and Mis into the sea on the east, its length 
bring near 600 kros. Besides these are several other smaller 
riters. 

N. The description yon have given is quite satisfactory. I 
would next inquire, what are the advantages derived from 
rivers ? 

P. You will easily perceive, that from riters are derived 
very great advantages. Mankind, and also cattle, presort e 
life by drinking of their waters : at other times, they also 
refresh themselves by bathing. By means of boats, w hieh pass 
along these rivers, various kinds of merchandize are conveyed 
from one country to another. Again, the water overflowing its 
bunks, fertilizes the land, so that it produces abundance of grain 
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and fruits. Thus in various way* rims contribute 1 o' our wel- 
fare ; so much so, that to a river may be compared a true 
philanthropist : as the stream# which water a country diffuse 
in their course life and comfort to the inhabitants, so is it the 
part of a truly good mart to bestow happiness and assistance 
wherever be goes. 


i* 

LESSON XVII. 

Of the Mountains of Hindooslan. 

Mfya+affknio. What you say is indeed correct. I would next 
inquire, what are the mountains of Hindoostan i 

Porum-anundo. There are several mountains in Hindoos- 
tan, the hugest of which are the Himaloi, which, extending 
nearly 4,000 Iroa, form its boundary on the north. The 
Indus, Ganges, Gogra, and Bruhmupooter livers, take their 
rise from these mountains, which a Ire said to be the highest 
in the World. Formerly it was the opinion of geographers, that 
the Andes in South America exceeded in height every other 
mountain, their measurement amounting to not 1©<# than 14,000 
cubits. However, by order of the late Governor General Lord 
Hastings, it has since been ascertained, that the height of the 
largest peak of the Himaloi U> 18,000 cubits ; so that it is 
now acknowledged as the highest known mountain in the 
world. 
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N. What are the other principal mountains In Hindoostan ? 

P. Amongst other celebrated mountains of ffindoostau are 
the Rajmahal, from whence spring the Soane andNurmuda ri- 
vers. Besides these in the west* 50 miles distant from the see, 
are the Ghat mountains, extending from the south border 
to the Sowrastra country in the north, a distance of 780 kros, 
their height being 2000 cubits. . The clouds which are carried 
from the east, being impeded by these mountains, water the 
country only on that side : "hs like manner, the clouds on the 
westerly side do not pass to the east. Besides these are monu* 
tuns of lower note, in different parts of the country. 

A r . I would now beg lei^vc to ask, what benefit is derived 
from mountains 1 

P. Prom mountains are derived various benefit), ; amongst 
which consider first that from springs, which issue from their 
side, originate rivers, without which mankind could not possibly 
exist. On mountains also grow an infinite number.' f it ties' 
and plants. From the latter are made excellent medicines ; and 
as to wood, such as sh&ul, sldshoo, teak, &c. you know how 
much we have need of it. On the mountains a,»bo are Bevpral 
kinds of animals, highly useful to msu ! whilst from their in- 
terior are dug different kinds of metals, which supply important 
purposes- Again, how tremendous is the power of the sea ; yet 
by means of mountains, its waters are etnyed and kept back. 
Observe further, what a grand and beautiful appearance they 
give to the country. Lastly, if you climb their summits, he- 
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folding on every side the wonders of creation, you <nay in- 
crease in piety and wisdom. 

JV. I perceive that the benefits derived from mountains are 
very great. I also now understand clearly that God has created 
nothing in vain* 


LESSON XVIII. 

Of the Trade of Hmdoostan. 

Nityo-munda. ! had It in mind to ask a further question, 
wliicb is, Whence is it that the inlvabitants ofHindoostan have 
so much increased in wealth ? 

Pomm-anundo. One reason is, that under the former sove- 
reigns, the people were subject to much oppression, so that 
scarcely any one’s property was secure. At present, under the 
JBritish Government, this evil having been done' away, they be- 
come more and more wealthy. Another reason is, th^inci^sei 
of commerce. You perceive that other nations, having occasion 
lo purchase the produce of Hiqdoostao, bring to Calcutta an- 
nually immense sums of money, which is afterwards scatter- 
ed over the country; consequently the people increase in 
riches, 

N. Pray, in what articles does the trade of Hindoos! an 
chiefly consist ? 

P. The’ first is indigo, the cultivation of which has been in- 
creating for upwards of thirty years. It is used in dying 
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cloth. Tbe produce of one year may be computed at 80,000 
ipaunds, which, reckoning a* the rate of l&OtupeeS per «aa»ud» 
the total amount will exceed 12 * 000,000 rupees. 

A r . VVhpt le the next after indigo ? 

P. The next is cotton. Some years ago it was famished 
chiefly from Bengal. Of late the greatest quantity grows in the 
Doo&b* «r the country between the Ganges and the Jtitnoona. 
When arrived at Calcutta, it is put into screws, and greatly coot' 
pressed, so as to occupy little space in the ships, a large bag 
of foe maunds making only a small hale. A groat part of the 

cotton annually exported goes to China j and within the last 

* 

four or fire years, a very forge proportion has been sent to 
England, where several thousand persons are employed in 
manufacturing it, first into thread, and then into cloths. 

E. What is the third article 5 

J\ The third is opium, which is extensively cultivated in 
tbe neighbourhood of Mugud and Benares. The purchase of 
opium belongs exclusively to the Honourable Company, and is 
regulated in the following manner. The entire produce is first 
purchased by Government j afterwards being put into boxes, it 
is .sent to auction, where it is bought in lots by the merchants, 
and exported to Various countries. Opium is prepared in thfe 
following manner. The plaht called the poppy is sown in forge 
quantities. When ripe, towards evening, a small incision is made 
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■lift the pod, from which the jtiice distils during the ni^bt, and 

!* * « p 

remains on the plant. In the morning it is scraped off, and tf« 
terwards, being dried in the nun, forms the opium. 

t*f i * 

N. Are there any other Articles in Addition to these ? 

P. The fourth ia cloth, of which a very large quantity la an- 
nually prepared in Hindootftan, especially in the parts about 
Dacca, which is celebrated for the manufacture of muslins. To 
the north of the Ganges is prepared a kind of cloth, called Khosa, 
and in the south weat, near to Luckypoor, Baftas. Mednipoor, 
Orissa, and the Mahrattas, are famous for Sa.ua, and Beer- 
bhopm for Gorhas. In America, the inhabitants applying theto- 
' a elves chiefly to husbandry, manufactures are less attended to. 
On this accoqpt the merchants of that country take much cloth 
from Calcutta, for which they bring dollars. However, both the 
Europeans and Americans have of late given great enceuwafca- < 
- ment to the manufacture of cloth at home. 

K. Well, have you any thing further to add On this Head » 

P. Yea, there remains yet another article, Viz. silk, Which 
is furnished from the Company’# factories at Rampoor, Bauleab, 
CommcrcoBy, Jungeepoor, Casim-Ba?ar, Maids, Ac. When it 
arrives in foreign countries, it is manufactured into doth of vari- 
ous colours. The process by wbwh it isprpduced is as follows. 
The silk-worm is fed with the leaves of mulberry trees, which 
are planted for the purpose. This worm, when grown, like the 
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spider, draws from its body a fine thread, which it winds round its 
tody. The ball being complete, is thrown into hot water, by 
Which means the worm Which remained in its centre is destroy- 
ed : afterwards the aiBk i» taken off by means of a wheel. If at 
the proper time the hall bfe not thrown into Water,* the lotted, 
previous to becoming a moth, rate its waj oat, and tbeeilk is 
rendered useless. t 

JV. 1 feel greatly indebted by the account you have givin, 
from whence 1 obtain this lesson, that it is gopd for us to con- 
fess our own littleness. For look here is an insect, which clothes 
us in beautiful garments, and whose labours far surpass the ut- 
most ingenuity of man. Here, therefore, is an end of pride. 

2*. 1 fully agree to this improvement of the subject. 
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paitt iv. 

LESSON I. 

Of the Ancient HiUory of Iiindtmtan. 

Xityo-amndo. The account which you have given of the 
country of Hindoostan, its mountains, rivers, produce, &c. has 
afforded me much pleasure. Be pleased now further to oblige 
me by relating some particul vrs respecting its history. 

Porum-anundo. Attend, and I will inform yuu. Two th ju- 
satid three hundred years ago, Darias, King of Persia, having en- 
tered Hindoostan, made himself master of the north-west parts 
of the country'. It docs not appear that there are any connected 
historical accounts of Hindoostan previous to this period : the rea- 
son is, the writers of those days delighted much in intermixing 
their narratives, composed in Sunscrit, Persian, or Greek, w;^ 
allegories. In the reign of Darius, the Greek having become 
current, authentic histories were w ritten in that language : fiorn 
these translations have been made by Europeans, by which it 
appears, that Darias, havingconquered the north-west provinces 
of Hindoostan, received tribute from the rajas. Subsequent to 
this, 2 150 years ago, Alexander, King of Macedonia, after hav- 
ing conquered Persia, passed the river Indus, and took pos- 
session of the country as far as the Punjab. He bad purposed 
ahp to advance into Bengal ; but not being acquainted with the 
nature of the climate, his troops, having for seventy days been 
much annoyed by the rains, refused to proceed further. 
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N. Are there any accounts of the times immediately suc- 
ceeding that of Alexander f 

P. After the time of Alexander, excepting by trade, there 
was very little intercourse between this country and other na- 
tions ; for which reason, scarcely any thing is known as to its 
history for the space of 1300 years. 


LESSON II. 

X)fihb Invasion of Hindoostm by^fa/imooS. 

NityoanUndo. Will you please to inform me, what is said 
as to the events that have since occurred ? 

. PorumHmimdo. Eight hundred and twenty- three years ago, 
that is, in die year 1000, Mahmood, the King of Ghuui, on the 
borders of Cabul, having crossed the river Indus, made twelve 
successive invasions into the north-west part Of Hindoostan. 

’ ' S ' ‘ ^ ■PC'^’ss 

JV T . Of what countries dad he first take possession ? 

j P. During the first eight yews, he became possessed 
only of the province of Moolt&n,. but subsequently., of Lahore, 
Delhi, Mothoora, and Kanowj. Afterwards ht conquered Som- 
natb, Nagurcofe, &c. at Which, and several other places, were 
v>6ry celebrated, Hindoo temples. These he utterly destroy- 
ed, together with the idols, till at length he had laid waste 
almost half the country. The district of Ajmeer being power- 
fully ddEBnded.by.the Bajpodts, he waa : deterred from catering 
it. The r^as. of other countries which he subdued were .placed 
under an annual tribute- Amongst the principal- temples iKs- 
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t&yed,was that of Somnatb, to which were attached 2000 Pan- 
das, arid 2000 singers. lytythousand Hindoos sacrificed their 
lives in defending this temple : at last, being overcome, the 
Brahmins offered to Mahihood 80,000,000 rupees, if he would 
spare the idol;' bat not consenting to this, he cut it la pieces 
with a saw, and found in the inside jewels, the value of which 
amounted to more than that sum- 

N. Who succeeded to Mahmood? 

P. Six hundred years ago, that is, iu the year 1208, Rajah 
Kootobuddeen, of the Afghan family, having conquered the Hin- 
doo rajas, ascended the throne of Delhi. At that time Luckyun- 
Sen was the raja of Bengal, and resided at the city of Nobodeep, 

which was the capital. Afterward Kootobuddeen gave orders to 
, '' * 
one of his commanders, who, marching against Lnckyun Sen, 

drove him from the city, and having taken possession of the coun**#» 

try, removed the capital to Gowr, Raja Lnckyun Sen was the 

last of the Hindoo rajas that reigned iu Bengal. He died at 

Juggernaut. 

iV. I suppose then, that from this time the power of the 
Moguls began to increase ? 

P. It did so, in a very great degree. From the time of the 
arrival of Kootobuddeen, the Moguls began to find cntrance into 
Hindoostan, till., after various conflicts, at the end of a century, 
they bad free permission from the raja to settle in the conn- 
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try. From t&s period tUl the establishment of the BritifhGo- 
yemment, the Limitary precepts Ufttle more than a succession of 
wars and massacres. 


LESSON III. 

>' . , . 

Of the Invasion of Hindoo&tan -by Timoor . . . 

Nityo-tmundo. Be pleased to relate to me gome particulars 
of what followed. 

Porum-anundo. In the year 1397, Tiraoor Beg, a Tartar, 
accompanied by several followers, having passed the Indus, ar- 
rived in Hindoostan. In the year following, he took the city of 
Delhi, killing part of the inhabitants, and driving away the rest. 
His soldiers, having received orders to this purpose, slew in the 
city of Delhi and Us environs 200,000 people ; also, in th; 
space of tin hour and a half, they destroyed 100,000 prisoners. 
Having for some time in this manner laid waste the country, 
he departed. 

N. Who succeeded the Afghan family ? 

P, Mahmoodthe Third was the last of the Afghan princes j 
after whom, in the year l525, Sultan Baber, son of rite great 
great grandson of Timoor Beg, haring ascended the throne of 
Delhi, began rite reign of the Mogul sovereigns. 
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A r . Who Mtewed after Saltan Baber f 
' P. At Hi* en4 W S& yearij'te succeeded by Ms grand- 

son, Sultan AkberjVfhd ruling iii an equitable manner, gained 
the affection* ofliispeople. He Was a wise atid discerning 
prince, atid afforded universal toleration to his subjects in mat- 
ters of religion. AHooI Fuzl, a very learned man, who composed 
a work called Ayeen Ukbureej containing a full aind' correct ac- 
connt of Hiridwstahj lived dming this reign. 

A 7 . What countries were subdued by Sultan Akber ? 

P. In the year 1576, his trOops took* possession of Bengal ; 
and four ytears alter, the Mogul power was established in it* 
different provinces. Before his death, the countries of Catidahar, 
Kashmeer, Guzerat, Sdndh, Bengal, and Orissa, were formed 
into one kingdom. 


LESSON IV. 

Of Sultan Aurungsebe. 

P , r ' 1 * 

NUyo-aniindo. Wild was the next sovereign in Hindoostan ? 

Porum-amndo. In the year 1658, Aurungtebe, the third son 
of Shabjehao, having succeeded to the supreme power, united 
the whole of Hindoostan into one kingdom^ and thus more ful- 
ly established the Mogul government. 

2V. What was the character of this prince?. 
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P. H« possessed great abhituas, bat at the same time was* 
exceedingly cruel and uajustyia sotuuch that be deposed his 
own father Shahjehan : afterwards, having slain some of his bre- 
thren, and banished others, he seized the reins of government* 
N. How many years did hi-^ reign continue ? 

P. He died in 1707, having reigned nearly SO years. From 
this period the Mogul power began to decline. 
iV. Of what nature was the government of the Moguls? 

P. Although they possessed the supreme power, there 
were no regular courts of justice, &e. as at present : they merely 
collected tribute from the petty Rajas. In many respects 
also the government was oppressive. 

A T . Can you give me any particulars respecting Nadir Shah, 
who came into this country ? 

P. He was king of Persia. In the year 1722, he entered^ 
Hindoostan, and having defeated Mahmood, the king of Delhi, 
almost wholly overturned the Mogul empire. 

jV. But what induced him to engage in this expedition ? 

P. I will tell you. A person named Nizam Ool Moolk, 
being desirous of obtaining the regal power, invited Nadir 

f. 

Shah to leave Persia, in order to assist in dethroning the reign- 
ing sultan, Mahmood. Agreeably to this advice, he came into 
HindooBtan, and having slain 200,000 Mahometans and Hindoos, 
levied from Sultan Mahmood 185,000,000 rupees. He next 
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made himself master of the country west of the |nd»s ; .after- 

' > -'. f ‘ j <, - : ", 'i 't ,> * 4f,y ■*'«•■ ", *"» - ■ 11 1,1 

wards* leering Mahmood Shah on' the throne of Delhi, in the 

, '<> i 4 -' ' . , / v'sv:' 1 

year 1741, he returned to his own country. On one occasion, 

o ' S , ' * V.. ' ” / v 1 . ** ‘ * ' 1 ,* l'sl ' 

whilst endeavouring to put a stop to a fair that . was annually 
held at Deling sbrim one aimed & shot, at hirii with a pistol, by 
which he was so enraged, that, calling to his followers, he order- 
ed them to commence a general massacre. In consequence of 
these orders, the soldiers destroyed 100,G00 of the inhabitants, 
and afterwards plundered their houses, 

N. At what time did the Mahometan power begin to de- 
cline? 

P. Its decrease commenced daring the reign of Sultan 
Nadir Shah. One principal occasion of it was this : the Mogul 
princes, unwitting to remain in subjection to a sovereign, began 
each of them to assert his own independence, and to set up a 
separate kingdom. Thus the empire, being in the hands of 
several rulers, became disunited. 


LESSON V. 

Of the Arrival qf Muropems in India. 
JVUyo-amndo. What European nation arrived first in this 
country ? 

Pontm-mundo. The Portuguese arrived first; then the Dutch, 
who todk possession of most of the Portuguese settlements ; 
an&Sfterwards the English, French, and Danish. 1 shall now 



t$rs? fcrtenr *firgi sr^pr fr^t^rrst’ 

?ttw> -“ft* *r Ofi’tTfinrl ctlisR. 'srt? 

d?3^i csrlc^? csmt s;^irt jqf 9«fr<rrsr <r*r^ onsn 
4^ «tsrtt?l7 a§1 sfiRrtfipT; c*t 3iat?r ^ ** 
«*ft <t^ri «l^t? $*t? ^tf^rl fnirtfe^r, 
c* 1 *? ^silwi f^? 

$ra«* o snt?rl ^artasi ftTtf^T. fotarj?n 
sniai «n?r 1 azq tic? srtf??i csFfVrre ^ ^p»ltir 

^<5 «PF C^Ttt^? ^rff^ ^ srtfjrsT, 44° ttZSZ 
5t^5v TSjffin ?T ?*?)•. 

fir. cm* srefsr cvAtfz-m Ttsrr??? grta ? 

*?• VZX V*> ^Ttfvfl ^5ETTSr«T <sr<ffa esrtstt^^’T'T 

?t3ii:^? sm "Sfbr ; *g$r 3p u»f * cs *%z*&k 
owm ?rsn 'S w iri srif^TTi <srni?i ^rt^wfsrtt - ¥* 
v£4U >sfr ^an? ^Tf%5l 3tsp*t;rs; wtere sr^ri %f^» 
r strirsf jmr -tsk «pflsr 

<t*lt$- 

(Wto 'arrow isp^t. 

fsreTW*?. ^?^tr5 ^nr- atfo a cwt *rrf%- 

?rrf5*i t 

^fSTtataR. ^JreiTJ^tsr 'flCKTf ’STtf^rtfesT. 

•wt®. 'S*THtlnr3i ’srif’nri c*rt^ftr*r?tirjr str*. Jtwjf *jtir 
ww *finn f^- strft *tc$ 3 wr’ffar 3 fetatir 
t^tjri 3 aw:sr\ t asrt?5f<ri wife, sfccnr fw«i -1w fastHns 



150 


relate the manner of their arrival more fully* As long as man- 
kind remained imperfectly acquainted with the sciences of geo- 
graphy and astronomy, travelling by water was attended with 
much difficulty, since, being afraid to venture on the main sea,they 
sailed along the shore ; and in this manner to make a very long 
voyage was scarcely practicable : consequently the trade which 
formerly existed between this country and Europe xvas chiefly 
over land. In process of time, owing to clearer discoveries re- 
lative to the shape of the earth, and the revolutions of the hea- 
venly bodies, but especially to the discovery of the compass, 
voyages by sea became more frequent. In several voyages 
made between the year 1412 and 1463, the Portuguese had ad- 
vanced on the west coast of Africa to the distance of 700 kros ; 
they had observed also, that the land by degrees Verged towards 
the east, by which they became more settled in the opinion,^ 
that by this route a voyage might be made to India. After- 
wards, on the 8th July 1497, the fifth year succeeding the disco- 
very of America by Columbus, a naval commander named Ga- 
ma, having sailed from the rivcrTagus under the patronage of the 
king of Portugal, arrived off the Cape of Good Hope. Here the 
waves of the sea began to run high as mountains, which so alarm- 
ed the sailors, that falling at the feet of Gama, they entreated 
him to put back, alledging that this sea was impassable. This 
advice not being attended to, the seamen began to be mutinous, 
which Gama perceiving, ordered some of them to be put iu 
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iron*;' and with the assistance of his brother* who ifc&onged 
the helm, continued his course till they had doubled the Cape, 
Proceeding further, they arrived at an island belonging Vj the 
Aiusfcehnanss, loosing from which they reached a . second ‘ Jandj 
L»4.it not waiting there, Gama steered direct for India, and at 
length arrived at the town of Calicut in the south of Hindoos- 
tan. In a short time he again set sail for Inis own country, 
the space of time occupied in going and coning being -two 
years and two months. This was the first voyage made hy 
Europeans to India hy way of the Cape, and is deservedly ac- 
counted as one of the greatest works performed by men. From 
this time the Portuguese and other rations of Europe com- 
menced an extensive commerce with the East by means of this 
passage } so that the way through Egypt, by rfhicb the trade 
with this country had formerly been carried on, became entire- * 
ly forsaken. The Portuguese having formed different siltle- 
ments in India, for some time enjoyed exclusively the profits 
arising from the sale of its produce : thus their povVer and wealth 
were greatly encrcasecL At present, however, their only pos- 
session in this country is the small town of Goa. 

Nt Be ptaased now to inform me, how long ago is it since 
the English arrived in India. 

p t The Company first obtained liberty to trade with this 
country by charter from the king, in the year 1600. The mean- 
ing of the word Company is this ; a number of persons who col- 
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led their property into one common fund, to fee employed in 
purposes of commerce, &c* are denominated a Company, At 
the time of receiving tlxeir charter, the capital of the Company 
amounted only to about 500,000 rupees. With this property, 
having freighted four vessels with various kinds of merchandize, 
they despatched them to this country, and met with much suc- 
cess. Again these vessels, on their departure, took cargoes to 
England, which also were disposed of to very considerable pro- 
fit, so that they were encouraged to proceed. Afterwards they 
received from the king a second charter ; and having taken an 
account of profits, found that their stock had increased to 
1,200,000 rupees. At that time the Dutch, Portuguese, and 
English settlers resided chiefly in the towns situate on the 
coasts of Malabar and Coromandel : amongst these was a very 
celebrated English physician, who lived at Surat. In the yeaf 
1G36, it so happened, that the daughter of Shahjehan, Emperor 
of India, was seized with a very dangerous illness, which no 
one there could remove. On hearing thi«, the ^English physi- 
cian went to Agra, when it pleased God that by means of his 
skill the princess was perfectly restored to health. The Empe- 
ror was so much rejoiced at this circumstance, that he not only 
gave the physician a large reward in money, but also, in answer to 
his request, granted liberty to the English to trade in any part 
of his dominions, free of custom ; which grant was afterwards 
confirmed by the Nabob of Bengal. Following this, in the 
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year 1640, two vessel* belonging to the lion’ble Company ar- 
rived in Bengal } arid the event of this voyage being successful, 
induced them to prosecute the trade : j&nding it necessary also 
to provide a plate where the goods intended as cargoes f >r the 
ships might be laid up, they built a factory at Hoogley. In pro- 
cess of time, the Company became invested with the supreme 
Government, and to this day have invariably continued to con- 
sult the welfare and happiness of the people. We' may there- 
fore rest assured, that in mercy to the country, the Almighty 
has been pleased to commit this authority into their bands. 

A T . 1 fully assent to this conclusion, and should feel happy 
in hearing some further particulars relative to the establishment 
of the British power in Hindoostan. 

P. I proceed to inform you. The Hindoo Rajas, having, 
suffered greatly from the oppression of Sirajdowlah, Nabob of 
Moorshedabad, advised the English to deprive him cf his 
possessions, offering them at the same time their friendship ami*' 
assistance. Whereupon, in the year 1/57, the English, having 
defeated the Nabob’s army, obtained from the Emperor Shah 
Alum, the dewanny including Bengal, Bihar, and part of Orissa. 
In. the year 1/55, the district of Benares was ceded to the 
Hon’ble Company by Asaph Dotvlali, Nabob of Oude. In 1792 
and 1799, the dominions of Tippoo in the Carnatic fell into 
the hands of the Company. In 1801 aud 1804, by virtue of a 
treaty made with the Nabob of Oude, and the Mahrattas, 
possession was' obtaiued of Allahabad, Agra, and Roliilkhund. 
In 1802 aud 1805, the Company, having made a treaty with 
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Armndo Raja, Rajah of Goykayuv, obtained theSbowrastro, 

Barooch, and other provinces. ■ 

* 

N. Please to describe the different countries which compose 
the Britibh empire in India. 

P. They are these. 1. Belonging to the Presidency of Fort 

William, Calcutta; the districts of Bengal, part of Orissa, Be- 

har, Benares, and Elahabad, as far as Rajpoothana. 2nd. In the 
♦ 

west, part of Guzerat, Poonah, Caimaka, belonging to Bombay. 
3rd. In the south, the Carnatic, Telinga, and South Malabar, of 
which Madras is the capital. 


LESSON VI. 

Of Countries situate to the North and East of Hindoostan. 
Nityo-anundo. What are the countries that are situate 
northward ? 

Porum-aramdo. To the north and east of Hindoostan, are the 
countries of Thibet, Tartary, China, Japan, Siam, Birina, &c. 

N. Please first to inform me respecting the country of 
Thibet. 

r ' P. Thibet lies directly north of Hindoostan. The people of 
. tins country worship the Great Lama. Their custom is this : — 
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When the person who receives adoration as the Great Lama 
dies, the priests being assembled together, make choice of a 
little boy, who, they say, is an incarnation of the Lama ; after 
which the people pay to him divine honour. The capital of 
Thibet is Lassa, which is under the dominion of the Chinese. 

A 7 . Have the goodness to describe the country of Tar- 
tary. 

P. Tartary is very extensive, and is situate to the north 
of Thibet. It is divided into three parts. 1 st, Independent Tar- 
tary, the inhabitants of which are subject only to their own 
Raja. 2nd, Chinese Tartary, viz. that part of the country which 
is subject to China. 3rd, Russian Tartary , or that part of Tartary 
which belongs to Russia. This last division's the largest of 
the three, and on the west is joined to Europe. On the north 

< 

is the Frozen Ocean, which, on account of the ice and intense 
cold, remains unnavjgable. Tartary is inhabited by Manchoos, 
Calmuclts, and Moguls. To the north and east of Siberia, dis- 
tinct from the rest of the Tartars, are some other tribes, the 
great proportion of whom are Mahometans. They have one 
general language, besides which are various dialects. The peo- 
ple of Tartary have seldom any settled habitation. When the 
pastures are exhausted in one place, takiug up their tents, to- 
gether with their households and cattle, they journey to another. 
Thus they remove from place to place, perhaps, fifteen or six- 
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teen times in the course of a year. This country is famous for 
its horses. 

N. Will you be pleased now to inform me respecting China ? 

P. China is situate to the north-east of Hindoostan. Its 
length is twelve hundred kros, and its breadth eight hundred. 
On the east and south, it is bounded by the sea. On the north 
is the desert of Shamoo, and a celebrated wall, extending four 
hundred kros. On the west is Thibet. China is supposed to 
he more populous than any other country, and to contain 
nearly 180,000,000 inhabitants. The kingdom of China is very 
ancient, and has remained in almost the same state for nearly 
4000 years. The Chinese worship their ancestors. Many also 
are worshippers of Boodha. The language of China is very re- 
markable, having no regular alphabet of vowels and consonants, 

instead of which they have been accustomed to express their 

*■ 

meaning by figures, drawn after the shape of the things concern- 
ing which they write : for instance, in writing of the sun, moon, 
water, fire, wood, &c. they draw the shape of these on paper. 
They have also two hundred and fourteen radical signs, from 
which they form a great many others. This country produces 
much silk and cloths; but the staple article of commerce is tea, 
which grows only in China, and is from thence exported into 
almost every country of Europe. The features of the Chinese 
distinguish them from other nations* Their eyes in general 
are small, the nose flat, their hair very long and platted. Their 
only drink in common is tea. Learning is much cultivated 
amongst the Chinese; and in this country rank is obtained, not 
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by virtue of descent, but by superior attainments in knowledge* 
The. art of printing has long been known in China, so there is 
great plenty of books. 

M I should now wish to hear respecting the country of 
Birma. 

P, The Birman empire is situate to the south-east of Hin- 
doostan : it is 1000 kros in length, and 600 in breadth. It is 
uncertain a&lo the number of inhabitants : they maybe computed 
at about 15,000,000. The empire consists of several separate 
states, the chief of which is Begu, commonly called Pegu. The 
Raja of this state was sovereign of the country till the year 
1160, wdien the king of Birma, having subjugated the other 
states, gave to the whole the name of the Birman Empire. A 
few years ago, the son of his great grandson was on the throne, 
and had then reigned forty years. The Birmans are Boodbists; 
they worship an incarnation of Booilh, named Gaudama. The 
priests of Boodh belonging to other countries, are sent hither 
to receive their education. The mitten character of this coun- 
try is formed from the Debnagur, and very much resembles the 
Cingalese. The language is similar to that of China. Great 
quantities of teak- wood are imported from Birma and H melons - 
tan. The name of the capital is Ummarapoora, that is, the 
city of the gods* It is situated directly east of Chittagong. 
The Yrawutu, passing by this city, falls into the sea below Ran- 
goon. This river is nearly as large as the Ganges. It would 
appear by the name of the country, as well as by customs ob- 
served by the government, that the Hindoo religion prevailed 
here previous to the introduction of Boodlrism. 
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LESSON VII. 

Of Countries situate to the West of Hindoostm. 

Nityo-anundo. You have given an account of some of the 
countries in the north of Hindoostan : I should now wish, with 
your permission^ to learn some particulars concerning those in 
the west. 

Porum-atumdo. To the west of Hindoostan are the coun- 
tries of Baloochistan, Cabul, Persia, Arabia, Turkey, &c. 

jV. Be pleased first to describe Baloochistan. 

P. Baloochistan is bounded on the east by the river Indus ; 
on the south by the Indian Ocean ; on the west by Persia 5 
on the north by Cabul. Its extent from north to south is 
400 kros, and from cast to west 350 kros. A considerable part 
of this country is desert, the soil in many places consisting only 
of sand, in others is nothiug but rock. Nevertheless here and 
there are tracts exceedingly fertile. Here are no rivers of conse- 
quence. The inhabitants are divided into two classes, differing 
from each other hi their language and customs.*" They are a 
very daring people. Amongst them are several chiefs, who 
with their parries gain their livelihood chiefly by committing 
depredations. There is also another class, called Brahoohi, 
who inhabifjthc mountains, and live by their flocks. These are 
Mahometin^ • 

JV, Have you any thing to relate concerning the country 
uf Cabul ? 
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P. Cabul is situate to the north of Baloochislan. The name 
of the capital is Peshawur. On the east it is bounded by the 
river Indus ; on the south by Baloochistan ; on the north by the 
Ilimaloi mountains : on the west is the Candahar country. The 
soil is excellent. Here are a number of gardens, iu which 
both European and Asiatic fruits are produced in great abun- 
dance. In the south is a place called Hirat. The soil here is 
very sandy, so that it affords no grain. 

JV. 1 should now be glad to hear respecting Persia. 

P . The kingdom of Persia is divided into two parts, and 

takes its name from the largest of these. It is 1050 kros iu 

* 

length, and 880 in breadth. The eastern province, named Cnn- 
dahar, forms the border of Hindooslan on the west. The 
name of the capital is Ispahan ; besides whieli is another prin- 
cipal rity, named Shiraz. The language and written character 
of Persia are much used iu Bengal. The Persians are fol- 
low ers of Mahomet, and pay great reaper t to All and P^tima, 
and their sous 11 asm and H os.cn, but do not acknowledge the 
other de&ccndants of Mahomet. The kingdom of Persia is of 
long continuance ; its history may be traced to the extent of 
4000 years. The people became Musulmans iu the 20th year 
of the Mahometan era. The country has been divided mto two 
parts for the space of 50 years. The present king, who reigns 
in Candahar, is the fifth in succession. Between ^ and 800 
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years ago, a kingdom named Ghizni was established in Canda- 
kar. Its former king, Shuhabooddeen, conquered a great part of 
Hindoostan. 

N. On what side of Persia is the country of Arabia ? 

P. ' It is situated on the south west of Persia, and is bound- 
ed on the east by the river Euphrates, and the Persian Gulph. 
On the west and south is the Bay of Soof, or Arabian Sea. 
Arabia is 1200 kros in length, and 1000 in breadth. It is divid- 
ed into three kingdoms,* one of which is very ancient, its inha- 
bitants being the descendants of Ismael, the son of Abraham, 
concerning whom it was prophesied, that his hand would be 
against every man, and every man’s hand againsthim. Agree- 
ably to which, to this day the Arabs remain a separate and in- 
dependent people, at the same time making it their custom to 
attack and plunder those who venture to pass through the 
country ; so that on this account they arc known to all the 
world. The capital of Arabia is Mecca, the birth-place of 
Mahomet. Another principal town is Medina, the place of his 
sepulchre. Besides which are Sana, Judda, Muscat, &c. The 
Arabians are followers of Mahomet. 


AT. I . should now he glad to hear some particulars respect- 
ing Turkey. 

. P. Thstj^ipire of Turkey is situate at the extreme boun- 


dary of Aak bn the west, and contains several provinces, all of 
Which pass under the same general name. On the east it is 
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bounded by Persia. On tbe north by the Caucasus mountains, 
by which it is separated -from Russia : the Caucasus is supposed 
to form the western extremity of the Himaloi. On the west it 
is separated from Europe by the Mediterranean Sea. The 
Euphrates and Tigris rivers form the boundary on the east. 

jV. Is there any thing of note in the ancient history of this 
country ? 

P. Yes, it contains several very remarkable events. It was 
here that the Almighty* 5823 years ago, out of the dost of the 
earth, formed the first man. Secondly, It was here that Noah 
and his family, in obedience to the command of God, having 
entered into the ark, saved their lives at the time of the flood. 
Third, 4200 years ago, wheu it pleased God to punish the 
wickedness of mankind by causing a division of languages, it was 
from hence that they became scattered over the various countries 
of the earth. Fourth* 3/00 years ago* when men began to wor- 
ship idols, the Almighty gave commandment to Abraham, that, 
leaving the place of his nativity, he should dwell iu/,i|iart of 
country called Canaan, and that he should there worship him. 
He also promised to bless the posterity of Abraham. After 
Abraham's death, his descendants, the Jews, abode in Egypt, and 
there endured very great afflictions, till, at the expiration of two 
hundred years, God, by the hand of Moses, brought them forth 
even out of Egypt, and established them in the land of Canaan. 
Moreover, by means of prophets, he communicated to them his 



m, cgfrnff tnri -often stytaf fe rre or *11* ffrictm, cr 
•Hear? «*» 4 t» ararrsrsiyrttsi tots «t TO, 
sat* %¥sr Trjfri ararnr; 4*<s. *iyt?i «$ *ltf srfer ^W*- 

TO, 'sc* *|sftpttcst $yt*Hr* TOrcrm yy. 


o *ni. 

55^5 otw* t**?*i- 

f 4 *TW»f. **, CK ^it »!PW‘t(; 4 t TO TO <yct? TFtfl 

**• «1 

fnrm 

*r. cro ctr*tre ? ex c*t«f ■gjr t fo- 

enrt to, crtcrcr* srrst 3130*. *tro* 

USW e*W *$$ car 4*ftt !^ «nn& cat ^toltew t*#« 
TO^S^RS* *pn^ttin Wftc- ^rtpjftsnifnrtr *p* 
;*? *r$ cappr, -gtf ^ n> cm- jjt «xM* tot sp* 
cart* ariwiri *?m r*t ^rtapvft. ^ crct yt c*tfi» «rwt 

1 *. *t*rprcjr*ct* jnstT-rm fa <$m ? 

*t. *£cf erw* ?tart* >8 *rfg* cpf ■rapesr sjtwt^rte* 
cstktov? •rm *$5, fas **<#* taw tos tt*r ’ratal 
^rror *rrarm'S ^^sftrsnr ^ecsmir wg: »rficc ^5 =n •rrfwi, ytartes 
arifnri evpimcic* 4t ircw ytsrr w$.w<$ *fr^crw*tt^f 
sirs 4^ 1 r *jsjsr cnrt*rfa cr TOrfa ?rtwf y$*i fa*yt- 
mx VvPft'S Cwm w$*r$ *wrs fwr^tir ^rk ywa- 



mg defeated Buonaparte, deprived hint of his authority. He was 

r . • fU ■ ■' ,1 ■ 

afterwards sent as a prisoner to the Island of Saint Helena, 
where be died in the year 1821. The brother of the king, who 

' 1 f , l*, 

was beheaded, has now succeeded to the throne.. The French 
language is chiefly derived from the Latin, in consequence of 
France having been formerly, like England, under the dominion 
of the Romans. It is exceedingly elegant, and is therefore 
much spoken in the countries of Europe. There are several va- 
luable books on the sciences composed in this language. 

N. What are the names of the principal towns ? 

* 

P. The city of Baris, which is the capital, contains 600,000 
inhabitants. . The city of Lyons is celebrated for its manufac- 
tures of silk, &c. and contains about 100,000. Besides these are 
Marseilles, Bourdeaux, and several other towns. 

N. Can you inform me as to the commerce of France ? 

P. A century ago the trade of this country consisted chiefly 
in woollen cloth, linens, silks,' velvet, thread, 8cc. at present the 
chief article Is wine, made from rite grape, which grows in great 
abundant. , The quality ofthe French, wines is superior to that 
of arfy other country of Europe. In {fence also are two dr three 
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mines of silver, some of lead and copper, and several of iron. 
These metals forma part oftfcearti%s Of trade. , 


LESSON IV. 

Of Russia. 

Nityo-ammdo. Be pleased to give me some particulars re- 
specting Russia. 

Porom-xmrndo. The empire of Russia is very extensive. 
Exclusive of ilio&c parts which are in Asia, its length is 1400 
kros, and its breadth 880. A little more than two centuries past, 
this country was little known in Europe : afterwards, about 100 
years ago, Peter the Great having visited other states of Europe, 
for the purpose of making himself acquainted with the arts and 
sciences, returned to his own country, and instructed his subjects. 
From this period the power of Russia has continued to increase. 
The population of this empire may be estimated at 36,000,000. 
In several parts the cold is excessive. Towards the -Sorthj-faim 
the month of October to February, the sun is not seen ; nor 
does.it disappear during the months of June and July : except- 
ing in these two months, there are ice and snow the year 
round. v ■ < ' - 

‘ 2V. Of what description is the government ? 

JP. The government of Russia is an absolute monar- 
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chy, the sole power being, vested in the hands of the king 
end his privy counsel. The language of the country is pe- 
culiar to itself, being unlike that of any other nation. The al- 
phabet consists of 32 letters. Formerly the common people 
were tery illiterate ; but now, through the liberality and patron- 
age of the Emperor Alexander, learning has greatly revived : 
the Bible is also widely distributed. 

: N. Which are the chief towns ? > 

P. ' The capital of Rustia is the city of PeteVsburgh, which 
was founded a century ago by the Emperor Peter the Great, 
'flie number of its inhabitants may be computed at 200,000. 
Formerly Moscow was the capital ; but in the year 1812, this 
city was reduced to ashes by its inhabitants, to prevent. Buona- 
parte, who had invaded the country, from taking up his winter 
quarters in it. Its population before this was nearly equal to 
that of Petersburgh. The city of Astrachan, which stands on 
the bonk* of the Volga, contains abont 70,000 people. 

2V. What are the principal articles of commerce ? ■ 

P. The exports of Russia consist chiefly of tallow, wool, 
hemp, tar, soap, &c. The commerce of this . country has 

greatly increased, and extends $s far as China. Chinese pro- 

■ • r . ■ •"* " r ‘ '■ ' 

dace of diflfereitit.kinds is. itoported e ver y. year . . 
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LESSON V. 

Of Spam and the Netherlands. 

Ntyo-Anm&o* I should now beglad to hear respecting 
Spain. r 

Porom-Anundo. Spain is bounded on the south and east by 
the Mediterranean Sea ; on the west by Portugal; and on the 
north by an arm of the Atlantic Ocean : its utmost length is 528 
kros, and its greatest breadth 440kros. The number of its inha* 
bitants ishbout 10,000,000. Tfifey are almost wholly Roman 
Catholics. . The sytUemaf judicature is by no means admirable ; 
since in some courts it is the custom that the defendant is not per- 
mitted to §ee his accuser, or even to know his name. Also very 
little attention is paid to the instruction of the common people. 
In former ages, thu army of Spain was so powerful, as to keep 
in awe the other nations of Europe : at present, there remains 
little more than the name. The naval force is likewise very 
small. The capital ie Madrid. In the year 700, the Mustilr 
tnans, haring conquered this country, retained possession of it 
for the space of TOO years. 

' N. Be pleased now to speak of the Netherlands. 

P. This kingdom is composed of two parts*, in the former of 
which are seven states, and in the second ten. The first seven 
states are collectively denominated Holland, after the name of 
the . principal state. The .length of this country is 132 kros, 
its breadth. 80 kros.. In the year 1572, it became detached 

f { T I t ~* * '*•. * ' 

from the Spanish dominions, on which account the king of 
Spain commenced hostilities ; but, after many conflicts, not be- 
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lag able to reduce the inhabitants to bis authority, it still remains 
a separate and independentnaticm. Tothe north and west of 
the Netherlands is i a channel of the Atlantic Ocean; on the 

east is (Sermany ; and on the south France, The Dutch are 

>/ -V;- ' •• 

celebrated for their industry and commerce. Their principal 
possessions ia the east are the islands of Java and Amboyna : 
in Bengal, the town of Chinsurah belongs to this government. 
In Holland, many institutions have lately been founded for the 
instruction of the poor, which example will no doubt be fol- 
lowed by the other parts of the kingdom. The population of 
Holland amounts to 2,800,000 ; that of the other ten states to 
1,900,000 ; together 4,700,000. 
jV. What are the principal towns in the Netherlands ? 

P. One of the principal cities of Holland is Amsterdam, 
which contains 200,000 inhabitants. Another is Leyden, which 
contains 50,000 people. Here is also a famous university. Rot- 
terdam too is a large town, containing 50,000 inhabitants. A 
fourth, called the Hague, was in former rimes an inconsidera- 

- , -c* *■ 

ble village, but Ia now become the capital. 'Hie number of its 
inhabitants is 36,000. 
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LESsoIr Vi. 

■' . t ' ' t: 

Jfitiyo-Anundo. Be pleased next to give a description of the 
quarter of the globe named Africa. 

Porum- Anund o . Africa is situated to the south-west of Hin- 
doostan, and in extent exceeds Europe; but in point of the num- 
ber of inhabitants) is less than any one of the other three divi- 
sions of the earth. It is also not so considerable in point of 
learning and civilization. The population of Africa does not 
amount to more than 25,000,000. It is bounded on the east and 
south by the Red Sea and the Indian Ocean j on the west by 
the Atlantic; and on the north by the Mediterranean Sea, which 
separates it from Europe. It joins with Asia on the north-east, 
and is 4200 kros long, and the same in breadth. The natives 
of Africa dwelling in the interior and towards the south, are 
called Caffrees, and are distinguished by the thickness of their 
lips, and short curled hair. There are also other tribes de- 
scended from the Arabs, who inhabit the parts which lie towards 
the north, the north-east, and west. Those in the north are chief- 
ly Mahometans. There is one nation, the Abyssinians, who 
are Christians. In the centre, and towards the north, the cli- 

il' 

mate is extremely hot : in the south it is more temperate. In 
thiB country is no abundance of water, as in Asia. The princi- 
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pal rim is the Nile, wlud^|)$£&ing;l^ into 

the Mediterranean %a. «^er rivers, failed 

the Niger aen& tl|e Zahir, which a^ne^y k^os, in length, 
la Africa are deserts more extensive and frightful than in any 
other country. The chief of those is the d|sert of Saara, 
which extends from tire Atlantic to the borders <>f Egypt, being 
2400 kros in length, and 650 kros in breadth. The soil in this, 
part is composed entirely of sand, of which there are large hills; 
hence it is impossible to reader it productive: and the reason 
why this tract is at all passable, is, that here and there are 
small insulated portions of fertile ground. There are several 
kingdoms in Africa. The first, Abyssinia. The next, Egypt. 
The third, the Mahometan territories in the north. The fourth, 
those parts in the neighbourhood of the Cape of Good Hope, 
in the south. The fifth, some provinces in the east. The 
sixth, several islands adjoining to this continent. 

N. Can you give me any particulars as to the country of 
Abyssinia. 

gP. It is hounded on the east by the Red Sea and the coun- 
try of-' Adel* . On the south by the countries of Zendero and 
Alaba. On the west it is separated from the country of Senanr 
bt muuntalns and desert. On the north are j*£nr small states, 
which divide this country from Egypt. . Its Igf^th is 500 kros, 
and Its breadth 460, 





ontft fsnnr or* f*tsi *tbi% 

'a r « 

^rasnr^ts cm* ^pc 

w *£&*$& 5rr. 4t*»0Wr?; sucfir vron m^Rtt 
5tw c*r ^prt=r..|pp *£pk err «rt$jif%* ’rtitir w*f*r Isrtjr art' 
*wEt$ 'siRc^’cvr Wit'S;. c^ i ^5^^rr?cTi^^ c^’ ii t, 
t£5 cgsrt. 

TpI^ , «rtrTs:- <*$: h^Jwcvs as \ tow 
* rt?*t? to - tto* c^m 
^twr srs $f?i «fsr ^xtrs:, c^ xw r 

arttwi ^rraws ^Ftlrar «ttt?r. "sreser 5ffl ?t^J 

<srta§: ; <wrs •4r\ i t jtsn, f3rt? ?mr, srtpg- 
*^srtar?anc ittisft. wtfsttl^ptir 
?rf^«i ^strjtrsr $55rtt sti^N, 5 KK*p apt, <$ owf 
€®n art. *£?" ’stx^nr ws* 

*tart. wb $ ctrt?«[i8^tt1^ 3rw ImH 
far. «e* <r?rt art a fsr: ? 

*t. wtx. I? vdrwr® or *rtre, « «rtor«r 

TtfotFS a u»3P^ ?tirj srtas:, ^ art *t0*ft* ct* ***%• 
jt%«i t*fc*<^€tt<ri *rt?[ «rtirw *nt^i ^ art- trt? 
♦rf^srifa* awzapt&x® as: ®fsr ^fffsrl stffc- 

5105 C3Pt *^5: f ‘S^15?F ^fSr. 015^ 

*^«msf3;lft, or aortas -tf?£t art «05 fsars 
art«t353:1%f 5^51 «rt05* ^ art ’t?? caprt vftrs, <e 

Ttfjnts^wft capH vk \. 



• &9D 

N* fie pleased to inform me respecting Egypt. < 

P. Egypt is bounded cm thfe north by the Mediterranean 
Sea, which separates ftfrom Europe. On the east, the Red Ssa 
divides "it from Asia. This country has been Inhabited upwards 
of40Q0 years. ' It was also celebrated in former ages for its 
learning and power j at present it is sunk below other nations. 
The capital is Cairo, which contains about 300,000 inhabitants, 
and may be regarded as the metropolis of Africa, since no other 
city contains upwards of 100,000 people. The ancient capital 
of Egypt was the city of Alexandria, which is called after the 
name of its founder, Alexander the Great. It is now almost in 
runts. Towards the east are the cities of Rosetta and Damielta, 
which , also are falling into decay. The chief river is the NUe, 
which plentifully waters the country, so that rain is scarcely 
needed. 

JY. Are there any curiosities in this country ? 

P, Yes, . here are several very surprising works, which re- 
mind ds of the power and ingenuity of the ancient Egyptians. 
AmongBt thfe most remarkable of these are the pyramids. A 
pyramid is an immensely large pillar, having four sides ; and 

from the base It gradually becomes more and more narrow, till 

, ■ /a. '• * /r? ? - : •" '■*!*• '"* ' ■■■ ■. - 

it closes in a pdtnt at the summit. In Egypt are many of these 

pyfrumds. Tim largest on each of the four sides at the base 
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measures 500 cobit%.«o4i« the sap». number ofeubiUia height. 
The occasion of their bdog'^etwi/ei''^® as thenanieof the 
builder, remains unknown. In the yeat I8f8, a native of ltalyi 
.after much pains, made a passage to the centre of one of the 
pyramids, but found nothing, excepting a few bones, from which 
it has been concluded, that they were designed as sepulchres. 
It- is computed that they were erected nearly 4000 years ago ; 
yet, after so great a lapse of time, and notwithstanding the de- 
vastations of wars and tempests, they remain entire to this day. 
There are also found here lying on the ground several images. 


of. so. .prodigious a sire, that a man standing upon the ear of 
doe of them, can scarcely reach to the nose. Who made them, 
and for what reason they were made, is uncertain. ' 

JV. 1 feel gratified by this relation, which teaches os, that 
every kingdom, except the kingdom of God, is perishable. 
Egypt, which in former ages was so renowned and powerful, 
is now become the least amongst the nations of the earth, t 
would now enquire as to the countries situate ip the west of 




Africa, 

JP. Ip. geperukUttie is known concerning^hose parts ; the 
name of the principal countries are as follow. First, thecouu- 
try of' Jolope. Second, Fewlah. Third, Guinea. Fourth, Man- 
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dingo. Fifth, Coramanti. Sixth, Benin, and Calabonges. Se- 
venth, the kingdoms of Congo and Angola. Wo are acquainted 
with only few particulars relative to the inhabitants of those 
regions. It is said by some, that the natives of.Jolape are an 
industrious and warlike race of men, and that those of Man- 
dingo are of a docile disposition. In lime past, Europeans who 
traded to this country, were accustomed to the cruel practice 
of seizing the Africans. Afterwards carrying them away, they 
disposed of them as slaves in other countries. Some years ago, 
the king of England forbade his subjects to engage in this com- 
merce, and gave to the Spanish government 32,00,000 rupees 
to induce the Spaniards also to desist from it. Measures have 
likewise been adopted in the British parliament to procure its 
entire abolition. Within these few years, several benevolent 
persons have gone from England to settle in this country, wiih 
a view to promote the temporal and spiritual improvement of 
the poor Africans. 

A. Can you give me any account of the south of Africa ? 

P. In the south is the Cape of Good Hope, which has been 
known to Europeans about 300 y ears,aud belongs to tbe English. 
The European population amounts to nearly 20,000. The natives 
have been heretofore ranked amongst the most degraded of the 
human race. Of late, inconsequence of instruction afforded by 
the English and the Dutch, they are become much more enligh- 
tened. 

A". Are there any islands in Africa? 
u P. Yes ; the principal is the island of Madagascar, which 
is 720 kros in length, and 180 broad. It is governed by a king, 
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under whom are «ew*^^«ace8/wh#4^fe intheifown states. 
The inhabitants - are id 0 lat,ece,and extreaelyunckiHzed. The 
present king, however, haring ^ obtained ffagt. England, »a- 
%'eral intelhgent , pergfttuy is engaged hi fea^digg; Jg*. gpopl* 
letters, together with useful trader, and sciences. Tfceyare also 
instructed in the knowledge of the Christian religion. Second, 
on the east of Madagascar is the island of Pemba, which is 
80 krds in circumference. Third, the islands called Comoro. 
Fourth, to the east of Madagascar, the Island of Bourbon, and 
the Matiritids. Fifth, to the west of Africa,’ the Island of Saint 
Helena, belonging to the English; Bonaparte having been con- 
fined as a prisoner on this island, died there in the year 1821. 
Sixth, the Island of Saint Thora&s, which belongs to tire Portu- 
guese; Seventh, the Cape de Venle islands. Eighth, the Canary 
Islands. Qn one of these is the famous Peak of Teneride, which 
measures in height from the sea "200 cubits, aad may be seen 
at. the distance of SO kros. Tenth, the Island of Madeira, which 
is noted for wine, that takes its name from the island. Its 
length is 45 kros, and breadth 18 Uros. 


LSftSON VII. 

Nityo- dnunda. I hariflfd the pleasure of hearing an account 
of Europe, Ask, afid Africa. I should now be’*glad to listen to 
your description'^ "the remaining quarter of the globe, called 
Amenta. 
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. Porom-sfnitndo. • It has already been observed, that America 
forms of itself a distinct continent. It became known to the rest 
of the inhabitants of the world In the year 1492, three hundred 
years ago. I proceed to relate a few particulars respecting this 
extraordinary occurrence. Two hundred years succeeding the 
invention of the compass, a native of the town of Genoa, named 
Columbus, after some years spent in intercourse with the Por- 
tuguese, who at that time were tire principal navigators, having 
become an experienced seaman, formed the calculation, that a 
passage might be found from Europe to India, by sailing to the 
■westward. Ife therefore determined to make the experiment. 
But at that time the largest merchant ships seldom rated more 
than 3000 maunds burthen : their owners also were possessed 
of small property. In order, therefore, to carry his design into 
execution, it became necessary that he should obtain assistance 
from some of the courts of Europe. Accordingly he made ap- 
plication to several, hut to no effect : at length, however, he 
was noticed by the Queen of Spain ; and under her patronage, 
being furnished with ships, together with every thing necessary 
for the voyage, he er^ptjked onthe 3rd of August 1492. At 
the moment Columbus went on board, the beach was thronged 
by crowds of spectators, who offered up their prayers to 
God for the fulfilment of his object. Having weighed anchor. 
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be began to steer bis course directly west, and by the first of 
October, had sailed to the distance of 1155 bros. But the sail* 
ors, not hiving seen land for one arid twenty days, were unwill- 
ing to proceed farther, sinee they 'began now to suspect, that if 
they accompanied Columbus, there remained no hope of again 
seeing their native country — they therefore resolved to throw 
him into the sea, and to return home. ’ Columbus, perceiving 
that it was impossible either by threats or by persuasion to keep 
them longer in subjection, made this agreement, that if no land 
appeared, he would return after three days. He was encourag- 
ed to make this proposal, partly on the account that they began 
to find soundings, but especially because they had observed a 
bunch of fruit and some branches of trees floating on the water. 
On the 11th of October, in the evening, Columbus ordered the 
sails to be furled. During the night, every one on board wa9 
on the watch. At two in the morning, Columbus observed a 
light at a great distance, and shortly afterward the seamen in 

" , .A 

the fore part of the vessel cried out, Laud, land ! which was 
presently re-echoed from every part of the bhip. On the mor- 
row, the 12th of October, at day light, they beheld, at the distance 
of one and a half kros, a : |||gs»try adorned with trees and herbage, 
at the sight of which being filled with joy, they began to sing, 
and to return thanks to God. Then falling at the feetof Columbus, 
they entreated bis pardon. Afterwards they lowered the boat, 
and, accompanied with singing and music, began to' row towards 
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the land. Columbus having been the author, and successful 
prosecutor of this new undertakiug, first set foot on the shore. 
The rest of the company haying landed, falliug on their , knees, 
they again united in praising God, and, hoisting • the Spanish 
standard, took possession of the country in the name of the 
king of Spain. Such are the circumstances that attended the 
discovery of America. Immediately following this, several 
Europeans, Spaniards, and others, began to settle in that country. 
Amongst the number of those who accompanied Columbus in his 
first voyage, was a person named Americas Vespncius, who at the 

end of two years, again visited the country, and on his return 

« 

wrote a full account of it. Hence this newly discovered laud 
has been denominated America. 

2V. Thife relation is indeed surprising. Be pleased to in- 
form me further as to the extent of the country, and also as to 
its inhabitants. 

P. Its length from north to south is 7500 kroe, and its 

breadth' from east to west 3900 kros. The original inhabitants 

are exceedingly uncivilized, and have no settled dwelling place, 

but live mostly in the woods, and pass their time in bunting and 

fishing. The people generally known by the name of Americans 

are the European settleif^who have in a great measure filled 

the country; and every year additions are made to their number. 

It is supposed, that formerly there were not more than 3,0 00,000 
« 

inhabitants ; at present there are not -less than 30,000,000. 
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The annual increase of population in this country is greater than 
in any other. America is divided into two parts, north aad 
south. 

N. Please to acquaint me with some particulars respecting 
North America. 

Pi it is bounded on the east by the Atlantic Ocean. On 
the west by the Pacific. On the south is the city of Panama 
and South America. On the north is the Ocean. On the north- 
west it is separatfij|tj&bm Asia by Behring’s Straits. The inha- 
bitants of this pari originally emigrated from England ; so that 
their language and customs resemble those of the English. 
In regard to the form of government, they have two general as- 
semblies. There are no nobility, neither is there a king, as in 
England j but in his place is a president, who is chosen from the 
general assembly, and who remains in office for the term of four 
years. His income amounts to 4000 Rs. montl ly. Universal 
toleration is granted in matters of religion. The administra- 
tion ofjustice is also conducted in the most impartial manner. 
The rulers exercise no oppressive dominion over the subjects, 
nor can any one unjustly deprive another of his property. In 
a word, the rights of civil and religious liberty are fully acknow- 
ledged. During times of peace, the army is disbanded j and in 
case of war, every one is ready to come forward in defence' of 
the country. Ships of war may easily be prepared in this 
country, since it abounds in wood, and other articles necessary 
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for their equipment. The seamen also, like those of England* 
are exceedingly courageous. Indeed the Americans in every 
thing are similar to the English. In tins country sure many 
colleges and grammar schools* besides a great number of schools, 
in which the children of the poor are instructed without charge, 
so that no one need grow up in ignorance. 

N. Which are the principal towns ? 

2*. One of the chief towns is Washington, the capital of the 
States. The next is Philadelphia, the inhabitants of which may 
be estimated at 100,000. The third New York, which contains 
nearly 120,000 people. The fourth Boston, which may contain 
40,000. Besides which are several others. The commerce of 
America extends to every quarter of the globe. 

N. Tliis is truly a very admirable country, and proves to us 
the advantages arising from learning and civilization. Can you 
inform me as to its lakes and rivers ? 

P. The lakes of North America are larger than those of 
any other country, and in some degree resemble seas. The 
largest of them are the Superior, the Michigan, the Huron, and 
the Erie : the length of these is 350 kros, the breadth 100. 
The principal river is the Mississipi, which is 1200 kros in 
length ; the second is the river of Saint Lawrence ; tile third 
Bourbon ; the fourth the Origan, in the westi It is supposed 
that the soured of these four rivers are within the compass of 
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100 kros. The fifth the Ohio, which is a very beautiful river, 
and joins with the Mississipi, after passing 1 100 kros. Besides 
these are the Missouri, the Delaware, Hudson’s River, &c. &c. 

N. What part of North America was under 'the dominion 
of the Spaniards ? 

P. First, Mexico, which is also called New Spain. Second, 
New Mexico. These provinces became subject to Spain 
about 300 years ago j but owing to the many cruellies exercised 
by the Spanish government, they are now become a separate 
nation. This country is famous for its gold mines, yet the in- 
habitants generally, but especially the poorer classes, are im- 
mersed in ignorance and misery — very little attention is paid 
to learning. East and West Florida were under the Spanish au- 
thority, but were lately ceded by them to the Americans. 

j\ r . Have the English any possessions in this part ? 

P. Yes, there are Canada, New Brunswick, Nova Scotia, 
and others. The country called Greenland belongs to Den- 
mark. It is denominated a part of America, since the countries 
join to the north east. Greenland abounds in mountains, and 
is covered with ice and snow. 

N. You have kindly given a description of the northern di- 
vision of America. Be pleased now to speak of South America. 

P. The extent of South America is in length 3500 kros, and 
in ‘breadth 2450. It is under the dominion of the Spaniards 
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md Portuguese, In this country are larger rivers than in any 
other, also many high mountains, * The principal river is the 
Amazon, which passing 2800 kros, falls into the Atlantic. The 
second Rio de la Plata, or the river of Silver, which is some- 
thing less than the former. The third the Oronooko, which 
also joins the Atlantic, The most remarkable mountains arc 
the Andes, which extend to a vast distance : their highest sum- 
mit measures from the sea 13,520 cubits. There is also a very 
large volcano mountain, whose height is 12,000 cubits. 

N. What is the amount of the population ? 

P. In that part of this extensive region which belongs to 
the Spaniards, the population amounts to 10,020,000. The 
name of the capital is Lima, which contains about 50,000 inha- 
bitants. The annual revenue arising from the gold and silver 
mines is computed at 30,000,000 rupees. Learning is but 
little attended to* That part of the country which belongs to 
the Portuguese is called the Brazils ; its extent in length, and 
also in breadth, is 1800 kros. The capital is Rio Janeiro. In 
this country are min c« of diamonds; they are not, however, equal 
to those found in India, The population amounts to 7*000,000. 

N. Are there any other territories besides these in South 
America ? 

P. Yes, there is the province of Cayenne, belonging to the 
French, in which are about 2,000 Europeans. The chief pro- 
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duce is a particular kind of pepper. Also the province of Suri- 
nam, which has been in possession of the Dutch during 150 
years. It contains about 2,000 white inhabitants. There are 
uo mines in this part. There are several tribes of natives in- 
habiting tbe interior, of whom little is known. The islands of 
South America are very inconsiderable. 
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PAW VI. 

v 1 

ON ASTRONOMY. 

ifiw* 

LESSON I. 

Of the Solar System. 

NUpo-anundo. I have derived much satisfaction from the 
account you have given of the earth. I should now feel great- 
ly obliged by your relating to me some particulars concerning 
the heavens. 

Porom anwido. With much pleasure I comply with your 
request. Amongst the heavenly bodies, we may notice first 
the sun, and the planets that revolve round the sun. 

JVL* Please to inform me as to the sun, its size, station, &c. 

P. The sun is without life, and remains fixed in the centre 
of the planets, which continually moving in their orbits, receive 
light and heat from this luminary. The sun is one million of 
times larger than the earth, and is distant from it 83,600,000 
kros. 

N. By what means have astronomers ascertained that the 
Bun is so far distant fyom the earth ? 

P. One method of ascertaining this is the passage of light. 
By calculating the portion of time in which light travels from 
the sun to the earth, the intermediate distance may be known. 
Further, should it be objected, if the opinion given by astrono- 
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itiers, that it is one million times large? than the earth, be correct^ 
why then does the sun appear to m only of the size of a plate } 
We may reply, by referring to what is plain to every one’s ob- 
servation, viz. that if a person of very large stature’ be placed oil 
the top of a lofty building, he appears to the spectators below 
only as a little boy. In like manner, the sun, being placed at 
the distance of 83,000,000 kros from the earth, notwithstanding 
the greatness of its size, appears to us only as a plate. 

2VT. I am satisfied with the reason you offer. I would next 
inquire, how many planets are there, and what are their names ? 

P. The only planets known formerly were Mercury, Venus, 
the Earth, Mars, Jupiter, and Saturn. Afterwards, in the year 
1781, another planet was discovered, named Georgium ; and some 
years succeeding to this, four others : the first of which is called 
Ceres; the second, Pallas; the third, Juno; the fourth, Vesta. 
These are seen only through the medium of a telescope. 

iV. Can you inform me as to the motion of the planets, and 
where they are fixed ? 

P. The planets are placed in the air or sky, at different dis- 
tances from the sun. Their motion is twofold, annual and diur- 
nal. We will speak first of their annual motion. The course of 
a planet in travelling round the sun, is denominated its annual 
motion. For example, the passage of the earth round the sun is 
performed in the space of 365 days 5 hours 48 minutes, which 
we .call a year. This is the annual motion. Now,asto the 
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diurnal. Observe* that each planet* whilst travelling round the 
eon, at the same time revolves like a wheel upon Its own axis* 
which is denominated its diurnal or daily motion. For instance* 
the earth moves Tound upon its axis in the space of 24 hours, 
which make a night and a day. The substance of this explana- 
tion may be stated thus. The earth, with the rest of the planets, 
continues to move round the sun, which remains without mo- 
tion fixed in the centre, and as it proceeds, keeps turning round 
upon its axis, by which means the rays of the sun by degrees 
fail on every part of the globe. In the part turned towards the 
sun, it is day ; in the other part, it is night. But perhaps you 
may be ready to say, w How can it be true, that the eart h is thus 
continually turning round ? for do we not see, that the globe is 
steady in one place, whilst the sun is seen constantly to move 
round the earth/' To this it may be replied, that if a person 
travels very quickly in a carriage, or in a boat, he imagines 
that he does not move, but remains seated in one place, whilst 
the houses and trees in front appear to be coming towards him. 
So in like manner, the earth keeps turning round very swiftly 
from west to east, whilst to the inhabitants it appears that th$ 
sun travels from east to west. 

I have thus endeavoured to describe to you the daily and an- 
nual motion of the earth. In order to elucidate the point more 
fc$y s I will add a further illustration, which includes both. 
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Suppose ft person riding in a carriage makes a circuit round 
any building: daring this circuit the, wheel of the carriage keeps 
turning upon its axis. So the earth, in the space of 24 hours 
turning round upon its axis, in the course of 365 days accom- 
plishes its journey round the sun. Or we may illustrate it by 
the throwing of a ball. A ball, when thrown to a distance, 
continues Cuming as it flies ; so the earth turns, whilst moving 
round the sun. 

A r . I understand your meaning perfectly ; but would beg 
leave to propose a question, viz. If the earth, as you cay, hangs 
upon nothing, why does it not fall ? 

dm 

P. The reason is, the Creator has thus ordained that one body 
should be attracted by another, that h, small bodies are attract- 
ed by those that are larger* Now the earth, being 1,000,000 
less than the sun, is drawn or attracted by that body. Were 
it not for this attraction, no doubt the earth would foisake its 
position. 

AT. Well, I comprehend this; but there is yet. another ques- 
tion, viz. If the globe be continually turning round, whence is 
it that the houses, people, &c. are not whirled off? 

P. It seems natural to make this inquiry. You will, how- 
ever, please to observe the reason why they fall not off, is owing to 
the above mentioned law, that one body is attracted by another. 
Thus the attractive power of the earth draws all things towards 
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its centre, and by this means they are kept fixed upon its sur- 
face. If we attempt to lift any thing from the earth* we find it 
heavy in proportion as the attractive power draws it to the earth. 
Again, if we cast a stoqe into the air, as long as the impelling 
force remains* it ascends > but afterwards* being attracted by the 
earth* it returns to the ground. This law of attraction was first 
discovered by Sir Isaac Newton, a celebrated astronomer. You 
will be convinced that such a power may exist, by procuring a 
loadstone and a piece of iron. You will perceive that the load- 
stone will attract the iron. 

2l r . I am quite satisfied* and inquire next, what is the name 
of the planet nearest to the sun, which forms the centre 5 

P, The planet called Mercury is nearest to the sun, and yet 
the intervening distance is 32,563*000 kros. Its diameter is 
2*837 kros, and the space of time occupied in its journey round 
the sun is 84 days* which forms its year. The exact shape of 
this planet is scarcely to be discerned, on account of its proxi- 
mity to the sun. 

N. At what distance from the sun is the planet Venus? 

P. This planet is distant from the sun 59*810*000 kros* and 
is carried round that luminary in 224 days. It revolves upon its 
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axis once in 23 hours and 20 minutes. The size of this planet 
is nearly as great as that of the earth. 
jV. Have you any thing further to add respecting the earth) 
P. The earth, which is the planet next in order after Venus, 
is distant from the sun 83,600,090 lcros, ami moving at the rate 

’v 

of 51,000 kros in one hour, in 385 days 5 hours 48 minutes 

i 

finishes its circuit round the sun, which space of time forms a 
year* It moves round on its axis once in 24 hours, which makes 
our day. The diameter of the earth is 7*000 kros. It is attended 
by a satellite, or secondary planet, called the moon, which pas- 
ses round the earth in 29 days 12 hours and 44 miinites, which 
time forms one lunar month. 

JV* Let us now pass on lo speak of the planet Mars. 

P. This planet is distant from the sun 128,720,009 kms, 
and performs its journey round the sun in 687 days, or, accord- 
ing to our calculation, in a little more than a year and 10 months 
and 22 days. It revolves upon its axis once in 24 hours and 
39 minutes. The size of this planet is somewhat less than 
that of the earth, its diameter being 3,686 kros. It is distin- 
guished by its colour, which is a dusky red, and has no satellite. 
X At what distance from the sun is the planet Jupiter } 

J\ It is distant from the sun 430,000,000 kros, and is 

carried round its orbit once in twelve years. Its diurnal 

m 

■resolution is performed in 10 hours. The size of this planet is 
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1400 times greater than that of the earth. It is accompanied 
by four satellites, or moons, and through a telescopt has a very 
beautiful appearance, being surrounded by a belt of light. 

iV. Can you give me any particulars respecting the planet 
Saturn? . 

-£\ This planet is distant from the sun '792,008,000 kros, and 
performs its journey round that luminary in 20 years. It turns 
upon its axis once in 12 hours 13 minutes. It is 90 times 
greater than the earth ; yet owing to its immense distance, 13 
scarcely distinguishable by the naked eye. It is accompanied 
by seven satellites. 

iV. Who first discovered the planet Georgium, which is the 
next in order? 

P. It was first discovered in the year 1781 by Dr. Herschel, 
on which account it is also generally known by the name of the 
planet Herschel. It is distant from the sun 1,584,000,000 kros, 
and travels round its orbit once in 83 years. It is accompanied 
by six satellites or moons. It is scarcely visible, excepting 
through a telescope. 

N. Can you inform me more particularly as to the other 
four smaller planets, which were mentioned before ? 

P. The first of them is Ceres, the second Pallas, the third 

Juno, the fourth Vesta. They have been discovered at different 

times. Ceres and Vesta are distant from the sun 228,800,000 

kros. The distance of- Juno is 264,000,000 kros. That of Pallas 

240,000,000, These planets are scarcely discernible to the 
* 

naked eye. • . 



259. 


«*iT35- *Effft4ffart 

ot-an ?mr» dr 4it ^?r srtrsrR fl ?3 *$>£Ft3 *w tip 
1st. *sr "tft spzz t%^ar?r ffc^***. 

♦t. Hft ^ ’£56ttc$ $;rt*tt fa'*!' ^rsp csfW 

®rs?« 

^fp*r F'tfl’t *ic*i wWipr Fret? W\t> a & *ire 

•jfrrtt m*rnq ??t €*j t^s «gf?*i ?t *$x*i <^Ttr? 

’sre wr <$? Pd^rrs «n? *ri- iflt yzxs $*«£*; ’rFsfci *rtpe. 

1?. ^r?r, ^5ra irfwm ?trc pi ^ *pK? re ; $Kt? «pt- 
*iw 5f tsr«tfe»i ? 

*r. 3rc^ »re orei*fr *rtprre ^c#f smw<4* ?tR? tt“ 
4 $t?t? sn^m? ^t??tfe*i?, ^ ftfare <$ ’rtRR? 
srcrmt? ^rcsfj ’rere 4 &rm *rt? >^1 =rr^c jfik- 
?rtrs[. pit ^t^fT^tPS *** *r? ^"ittw rette Ftfl’t *re 
<3 5 t*r ’ sisr. 4 $$; f%?i*tt ?w?re ’[to «Wf? <£rfw«i 
*Hr?i *rtPr. *t ^?rti *ttcw, ftv *£?rf?«i 

^51 *rftr v^rs pt-sm Tsrt^r sn. 

vte dv 

lie. a *re*i flct^l 'art? or Ftftfri **1 ?fa?l- 

fipn, «t^t? f?rptEr f???«t ?*r. 

*t. ’sre TO ?fa. *pm *ftifM, Htffer <trtpr, 
srprt, wf r$i. nwwfri $$: t?r*s< ’rsnrt^FR pw 
t*TS t*po *fW s r$i tOT ^tustra Fit* 
c^tfc w cappf *rst?. ^ hjcti ^tf|*f • 

’jptfe ■pUrt to re*t*r ^?. '*rm? Ffr*r rat# am^ *t$t? 
frcs. a to*? *ttf ctr-n *rt?. 



.200 


LESSQN H. 

Of the Seasons. 

Nityo-anundo. What is the cause of the seasons, autl of 
the difference in the length of the days and nights? 

Porom-anundo . These are occasioned by the different posi* 
tions of the earth with respect to the sun. In explaining which 
we may remark, that geographers, in order to form the divisions 
of the globe,imagine a line, called the equator, to be drawn direct- 
ly across its centre from east to west. On either side of this 
line north and south are 90 spaces, called degrees, making in the 
whole 180 degrees. Perpendicular to the equator, they imagine 
another line drawn across the heavens, which is termed the 
equinoctial. On the 21 st of September and the 23d of March, the 
sun, being on this line, is vertical to the equator, and consequent- 
ly at those periods the days and nights are equal. And were 
the earth to remain always in the same position, the rays of the 
sun falling directly on the equator, would cause the days and 
nights to be equal throughout the year : there would also be no 
variation in the seasons, either of heat or cold. Instead of this, 
from the 23d of September till the 21st of December, the 
earth ascends in its orbit 23£ degrees, in consequence of 
which the sun appears to go so far south 5 and from this date by 
little and little it returns, till on the 21st of March it arrives at 
the line of the equtitor. Again, from the 21st of March till the 
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21st of June, tlie earth againascends as far as 23f degrees, 
which causes the sun logo sqfarnorth, and from this date 
returning on the 2 1st of September,^ arrives at the equator. 
The times of the sun's passing the line of the equator are called 
the equinox. This inverted position Of the earth', therefore, is 
the . cause of the different seasons, and of , the increase and de- 
crease of (|ay and night. It is commonly supposed that these are 
occasioned by the motion of the sun ! this opinion, however, you 
perceive, is erroneous ; the tafue cause, as has been described, ia 
the inverted position of the earth, 

N, The manner in which you have stated the subject ap- 
pears highly reasonable, and leads us to admire the greatness of 
that wisdom which by so simple a method has provided for the 
succession of the seasons, and of day and night. Doubtless 
nothing less than infinite understanding could have ordered it 
thus. Have you any thing more to observe relative to the diur- 
nal motion of the globe ? 

P. The earth in its daily motion revolving from west to east, 
at the rate of 15 degrees, or 900 kros in an hour, causes its 
various countries successively to approach the suii ; thus every 
part of the glebe becomes enlightened. For example, the city 
of Calcutta is about 90 degrees east of London, consequently 
the time of sunrise is six hours later at London than at Cal- 
cutta; and consequently, when it is 12 o'clock at noon in Ben- 
gal, it is in England only break of day. 


LESSON III. 

Of Comets. 

Nityo-ammdo. I should how be glad to hear respecting 
comets. . ; • ' ’ 

Porum-mwAdo. -They are many in number. It has been com- 
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poM>that-within our solar syitemare not less than 450. Therea- 
son why in the Bengalee language they are called fire-streamers • 
is, they are attended by a long tail or train of light, resembling a 
streamer. The farm o£ some, however, is round, like that of the 
placets. Their course is irregular : sometimes they move for- 
ward, at others backward 5 sometimes they appear to be without 
motion. It has been the opinion of ievecai astronomers, that’ a 
comet is an opaque body, and lighted by the rays of the sun. 
Respecting the tail, many suppose that St is formed by the sun ; 
bat in what precise manner the sun’s rays occasion this appear- 
ance, is not ascertained. Tue velocity with which a comet 
travels is almost incredible. In the month of July 1770, Mr. 
Bridone observed a comet, which he supposes iu 24 hours would 
pass a distance of 30,000,000 kros. The heat of the comet 
which appeared in 1630 was estimated to be 2000 times greater 
than that of red-hot iron. 

Amongst the different heavenly bodies, comets, from their 
singular form and irregular coming, have chiefly attracted the 
attention of mankind ; and in all ages have been the occasion 
of dread to multitudes, who have regarded them as the fore- 
runners (^ national calamities, such as war, pestilence, &c. 
in proportion as science has been extended, these groundless 
alaniis'%afe vanished. " " A 
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‘ LESSON JEV. 

Qf the Ecliptic.’ ' 

Nitya-anundo. Be pleased now to inform me respecting 
the eeliptic. 

« 

Pomm-anundo . It has before been observed} that the space 
extending'to 23£ degrees on each side of the celestial equator, 
is denominated the ecliptic. This space, which, including both 
sides, ia 47 degrees in breadth, codSlitutes a circle in the hea- 
vens, which is divided into 12 parts, formed by 12 stars, deno- 
minated the 12 signs of the zodiac. Their names are as follow : 
Aries, Taurus, Gemini, Cancer, Leo, Virgo, Libra, Scorpio, 
Sagittarius* Caprtcornus, Aquarius, Pisces. The day the sun 
enters a new sign, is the first day of the month. It is common- 
ly said, that to-day the sun enters into such and such a sign. 
In point of fact, however, it is the earth, and not the sun, which 
has entered the sign. 


LESSON V. 

O/ the Start. 

Nityo~anwndo. How are the rest of the stars distinguished > 
Porum-anundo. The stars do not revolve as do the planets, 
but continue in one station. Their number appears to be infinite, 
yet not more than a thousand are seen at one time by the naked 
eye. Their light also is not derived from the sun, but from them- 
selves. It is the ©pinion of several, that the stars me so many 
separate suns; and that as the salt forms the centre of the 
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planets, so each star has a system of planets revolving around 

it. The stars are at an immense distance from the earth i It is 

calculated, that the distance between the earth and the nearest 

fixed star is 130,000 kros. These stars are scattered throughout 

immeasurable space: that is, so far as one star is distant from 
*•> t 

the sun, so far is another star distant from that : consequently 

a 

the sun would appear to the inhalants of one of these star* 
(supposing them to be inhabited) of the same size that a star 
appears to us ; whilst the other stars would resemble only little 
sparks. That many of the stars appear large, and others small, 
is owing to this, that some are nearer, and others more remote. 
Consequently, those that are near appear large, and those that 
are further off appear small. Astronomers range them in six 
classes. Those that are nearest, and most splendid, are denomi- 
nated stars of the first magnitude, and so on, as far as six clashes. 
Since the invention of telescopes, the stars have appeared to 
be innumerable ; for in proportion to the powers of the telescope, 
so a greater number of stars are discovered. 

LFSSON VI. 

Of JSclipses. 

Nltyo-anundo. I should be glad to he informed next, what 
it is that causes ha eclipse. 

Porom-anundo, The shadow of one planet falling upon an- 
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other produces au eclipse. Thus when the moon passes between 

the sun and the earth, the shadow of the moon causes an eclipse 

of the sun. - Bat the circle of the moon is less than that of the 

sun, so that the eclipse is only partial. Again, when the earth 

passes between the sun and the moon, the shadow of the earth 
S c 

falling upon the moon, occasions a lunar eclipse. The circum- 
* 

ference of the earth exceeds that of the moon, consequently 
the moon becomes totally eclipsed In the course of one year, 
the number of eclipses is not less than two, nor more than 
seven. The eclipses are not all visible in every part of the 
globe, nor in any one seen by the inhabitants of every country. 

s 

LESSON VII. 

Of the Moon . 

J \fityo-armndo. I am satis. lied a» to the cause of an eclipse : 
have you any thing further to add respecting the moon? 

Porom-anundo * The si&e of the moon is thirteen times less 
than that of the earth. Thus the moon being a small body, is 
attracted by this globes which is a larger body. It accomplishes 
its revolution round the earth in the space of 29 days, .which 
space of itime forms one lunar month. The moon is an opaque 
body, and appears luminous only by its reflecting the light of 
the sun. This is ascertained by its apparent increase and 
decrease. W ere the moon of itself luminous, it would always 
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appear round. Instead of winch, we perceive only the' part that 
is enlightened by .the sun, which becoming daily more and more 
visible, according to the position of the moon with the earth, 
increases by little and little, till it arrives at the full, when it 
again decreases in the same proportion. Thus we are accus- 
tomed to say, new moon, first and second quarter, and so on, for 
such it Appears to us ; but in fact the size of the moon is at all 
times the same. It hlso apjle^%reasonabIe to suppose, with 
many learned men, that the moon was not created merely to 
give light to the earth, but that it is itself a separate world, 
inhabited by intelligent creatures. It may also be seen by the 
aid of telescopes, that the surface of the moon very much re- 
sembles that of the earth. Be that as it may, it has pleased 
the Creator that the sun should afford light by day, and the 
moon by night. 


LESSON VIII. 

Of the Tides. 

Nityo-anundo. There is yet a further question I wish to 
propose, which is, What is it that causes the ebb and flow of 
the tides? ^ 

Porom-anundo. It has been already noticed, that all bodies 
are attracted by each other according to their relative size. 
Thus the moon is attracted by the earth : again, in a lesser de- 
gree, the earth is attracted by the moon. Keeping this in mind, 
observe, that the waters of the sea (which from their nature 
are more immediately subject to the power of attraction) are 
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drawn together by the moon ; and so long as the force remains, 
so long the tide continues to rise : afterwards, in proportion a8 
it abates, so the waters continue to ebb. 

i\ r . 1 have one more inquiry on this subject, viz. Do the 
tides ebb and flow in other rivers, iu the same manner as in the 
Ganges? v 

JP* Yes : moreover, in Europe the tides are calculated with 
so great nicety, that the precise height to which the water will 
rise being ascertained, each day of the year, is inserted iu the 
almanacs. 


LESSON IX. 

Of Lightning . 

Nityo-ammdo. Will you kindly favour me with a few parti* 
culars relative to the causes and effects of lightning? 

Porom-anundo. The atmosphere is full of an electric fluid, 
called lightning ; but it remains separated from the earth by 
clouds, and therefore is not always perceived. In a storm, the 
clouds approach near to the earth, when the lightning, being 
attracted by any particular object, immediately falls upon it. 
At the same time, a very loud explosion takes place in the air, 
which is called thunder. 

N. But I observe, that we first see the lightning, and then 
by and by we hear the thunder. Do they not both take place 
at the same moment ? 
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P . ' ' Yes 5 and the reason why we first see the lightning, and 
afterwards hear the thunder is, that light travels with greater 
velocity than sound. Sound passes in one minute only 12 kros, 
whilst light travels 10,000,000 kros. Thus the report takes 
place at the same moment with the dash of lightning, bat is not 
hcartHill some time after. 

N. How may a person ascertain at what distance the 
lightning is from him ? 7 

P. In order to know this, he ma%calculate the time which 
elapses between the lightning and the sound of the thunder. If 
it be heard after the space of a full minute, the lightning is at the 
distance of about 12 kros. 

N. Have you any tiling further to observe concerning 
lightning ? 

P. Lightning generally strikes the most elevated objects : for 
this reason, in the time of a thunder storm, it is not prudent 
to remain under a tree. There are also many substances which 
have a peculiar tendency to attract lightning ; amongst which 
are metals. In proof of this, it has been known, that a sword 
sheathed in its scabbard has been melted by lightning, whilst 
the scabbard remained as before. A machine has' been invent- 
ed, which, when worked, emits sparks of fire of the nature of 
lightning. If a person touch the machine at the time the sparks 
are emitted, he fejels a shock similar to that occasioned by light- 
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.When this macUiue wits mveated, iearaedtnen were an- 
xious to ascertain whether the electric fire it produced possessed 
the same^ualities as lightning *:*®lter trying ^ several esrperiments, 
at last Dr. Franklin of America, a Very ingenious man, consider- 
ed thus : .that If a substance be made to communicate between 
the clouds and the earth, when the electric fluid is emitted from 
Vhe cloud, it win strike upon this shhtfi&nee, and descend to the 
ground. Whereupon, in the year 1 752, he fixed an iron rod 
erect in the ground in the middle of a plain, and observing a storm 
coming on, sent a paper kite into the air. He then fastened the 
string of the kite to the iron rod. After a short time,he observed 
sparks of electric fire to issue from the string of the kite, 
by which he was apprised, that the lightning, which had com- 
municated with the kite, was passing by the string to the iron 
rod. By this means he became acquainted more fully with the 
nature of lightning. 

A r . It occurs to me, that I have seen rods of iron attached 
to the walls of several houses in Calcutta; pray for what purpose 
sure they 6x®4 ? 

iP. These rods were invented by Dr. Franklin* the gentleman 
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?3jore mentioned, who In order to obviate the dangerous effects 

of lightning, instructed persons to fix ontbe side of their houses 

an iron rod, reaching higher than the building, and pointed at the 

top. Hie lightning being attracted by this rod, which is deno- 
* 

mjnated a conductor, passed into the ground without injuring 
tbe house.* The fastenings by which the rod is joined to the 
wall are Of wood, which has no attractive power, and therefore 
does not cause the lightning to enter the wall. Were a person 

4 ? 

to touch the rod at the time that the lightning falls upon it, he 
would instantly be killed. 

N. 1 feel a degree of terror on hearing of the destructive 
effects of lightning. How great and terrible is the power of God, 
by wliose will each of the elements is ordered ! 


LESSON X. 

Of Meteors. 

Porom-anundo. When walking abroad on a starlight even- 
ing,, have you ever observed, as it were, a spark of fire falling 
from the sky ? 

Nityo-anundo. I have frequently observed what youde- 
scribe. 

P. Well, and what have been your ideas on the subject I 
N. I have thought thus. There is a star failing, and have been 
greatly afraid what, then, is it not so ? 
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r. J?> No, certainly not. Consider again, were a star to fall, it 
would not be a mattered small moment; for you recollect what 
lias been saidaa tothe size' of stars. Consequently, were a star 
to&ll upon the earth, the globe might at once be annihilated 1 
do not' imagine, therefore, that the stars WiH fall before the 
day come, in which the universe will be destroyed. Well, have 
you observed any thing else besides this ? 

IV. Yes, I recollect to have seen^sit were, a ball of fire pass 
along the shy, the appearance of which occasions much alarm to 
the people, who imagine, that during the year some great calami- 
ty will take place. ,, But besides these, I have observed another 
kind of light, known by the name of a Fire -spirit. It is seen, 
at evening near to ghauts, or by the side of roads, in bogs and 
marshy grounds, and has the appearance of a taper. It is like- 
wise constantly moving about, .first here, then there; nowit 
suddenly lights into a blaze, again in a moment it is extinguish- 
ed, and thus it continues during the night. But this is not all : 
should a traveller chance to pass that way, the spirit, causing him 
to lose the rood, leads him into a ditch or into a jungul, where 
he perishes ! I can tell you, I have been more terrified at this 
than the former two. 

jP. This is not at all surprising. I have been afraid also. 
But now, as to tfre cause of these appearances^' what is your 
opinion ? ' ' . 
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JVl I can say nothing as to that. If you can explain it, please 
to do so. 

P. Weil, you will observe, then, that they are nothing more 

than a kind of air* In the atmosphere and in the earth is a 
* 

kit^d of inflammable air, which sometimes suddenly lights into a 
« 

blaze. M 

JV. Well, but I would ask, if they be merely air, why does 
this last lead people into bogs and fens ? and again, why does it 
go away when you approach ? 

Pm I will tell you : the reason why people are led into bogs 
and fens is, that in the neighbourhood of these, this kind of air 
is produced. Further, as to the cause why they retire from us, 
you will observe, that if we attempt to catch a light cobweb that 
is floating in the air, it recedes, being carried forward by the 
current of air occasioned by the body of the person who pur- 
sues them 5 so those lights, being air only, easily recede at our 
approach. 

JV*. I thank you for this explanation, and shall now be less 
afraid of these appearances. I perceive also that moral instruc- 
tion may be gained from this relation. For as travellers who 
follow the Ignis-fatuus are liable to fall into pits, so they who, 

follow the pleasures of the world, which are empty as vapours,. 
* 

are in danger of falling into eternal misery* 
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LESSON XI. 

Of the Rainbow. 

Porom - anundo. Have you not observed, that after showers, 
there sometimes arises in the sky a bow of various colours ? 

SNityo-anundo. Yes, it is balled Indra’s bow, and its appear- 
ance is very surprising; people say also, that when indra strings 
his bow, then it appears 5 afterwards, when he unstrings it, it 
ceases to be visible. I may add also, that from my infancy I have 
been accustomed to regard this saying ; now, however, I begin 
to doubt its being correct, since, although this object certainly 
has the appearance of a bow, yet when it disappears, instead of 
becoming at once straight, like a bow that is unstrung, it va- 
nishes, sometimes by degrees, at others piece by piece. How- 
ever, no matter as to that, since probably you are acquainted 
with the whole matter. 

P. I will endeavour to. explain it to you. When there are 
clouds, with 6liowers of rain, towards the east or west, the rays 
of the sun from behind these clouds, fall upon the drops of rain, 
and occasion this variegaled reflection in the sky. If you wish 
to be further satisfied of this, take a glass filled with water, and 
let the rays of the sun pass through it, when you will perceive 
that the colours of the rainbow are produced. 

N. lam persuaded that the reason which you assign is 
just. 
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LESSON 3ft I. 

Of Wat-er-Spouts. 

Porom-anundo. Have you ever heard it related by persons 
« 

wl^j have come from up the country by water, that sometimes 

t 

a tremendous gust of wind descends upon the river, which 

r . 

causing a whirlpool, carries the water into the sky. If a boat 
come within the vortex of this whirlpool, it goes to the bottom. 

JNfttyo-aniindo . Yes, 1 have heard of this. People say that 
it is Indra’s elephant, which descends to chink water. Can you 
give any farther account ? 

P. It is occasioned thus. The currents of wind in the re* 
gions of the air are exceedingly powerful. Now, if uvo of these 
currents of wind, arising from opposite quarters, meet each 
other, their strength being opposed forces them downward, which 
occasions the whirlwind. They are seen chiefly at sea, or mi 
large rivers, but sometimes also on the land, when they destroy 
houses, trees, &c. If they descend on the sea, they draw the 
waters into the air, or falling on a ship, presently reduce it to 
n wreck. The sailors, therefore, on observing a water-spout near, 
are accustomed to ire cannon. The air being dispersed by the 
discharge of the cannon, the mischief is prevented. 
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LESSON XIII. 

Contemplation oJF the Divine Perfections , as exhibited in 
the Creation. 

Nityo-anundo. I have been exceedingly* interested by the 
account you have given me of the earth and the heavens, and 
feel gfreatly* indebted to those learned men by whose laborious 
researches we are become possessed of this knowledge. 1 am 
likewise now more fully sensible of the value of science, and 
have yet a further question to propose, which is,— -We are ready 
to express our admiration of the works of men; whence then is 
it that for the most part we do not regard the works of the Crea- 
tor, which are so much more wonderful ? For instance, as lights 
are suspended in a hall, so God has fixed the sun, the moon, 
with the planets and stars, as lamps in the heavens ; why then 
do not these, as well as his works that are in the earth, in a 
greater degree engage our attention ? 

Parom*anundo. One reason of this may be, that what we 
see daily, be it ever so astonishing, in time becomes familiar, and 
thus ceases to attract our notice. However, no doubt the true 
cause is, that the mind of man is corrupted by sin, and there- 
fore feels indisposed to the contemplation of God or Ins works* 
jVL What you advance is indeed the truth 5 herein I take 
blame to myself, that I have hitherto been so negligent of this 
duty. I thank God, who has bestowed upon me the capacity of 



%9l 

\ 

«It ’•5’G «t*firt5R3tt 

’PrsiR'*?.- ^ 8i^, 8 'artetr'ig tost f^r?«l 

crftgi g? wKjtfcg t i^t?n ^s ntfrsr grfgyi 

•$$ tost focrl *nFtH sFfggtresc, tfreOTr? ^riti; c^n 
snf^srm. famg a r g«i ^tio 8 ’rfarts ssretf® ^t?Tt*r. 

»W ^Tt? <8 SFStl 1^551^1 C3T TO^T f^S- 

^wtf*8 ft^^cs^Ktret c5rr^Fa:®.^sr^ir; fas 
or to*t ? ar^5 ^if gsfggtt^r, anfi«. ^k tft^r? f%8? 
otsr to®t frsfR «rtc<F, *£siK8 ^ *nn 8 

*£C tow* fcwtri gtf^rtr^g - . art, ^rRpsrt- 

osr, ^ frog or <$r?r woriarfrr *f?nrt actor sn, ^tg 
*t?«if*? 

*t. ^tT ^rg-'i *rtt?r, cn sri^w srigi 

«rf% for arfws *rtg, arirtfCT?Fsr«-^T? 8^r, ^sttfoarfor- 
^ CTfsr ^rtg ^rtgf iri. 'sr^rf^ ^ tTtg *£?r 

^tg«i »# 5^5 *rtt?, or srt^rg <srg*w«i *ftwry ’sriw. 

n?r^ frtcgg v8 ^Ktg *cwg yfis to gt? fgfgirt 
actor 3d. 

^fsr or gsd gfws^, art *«rtt Ttw gtt, 
grnr^^l grtfsrar^TOsr fggcg «tfro sratarm *fg 
sett ^ots ssrmi «rt*ifg art? gt*nr gfefe. s-i^n *$*, 
djt ?Pt*i arf TOd aeRgt? fgfsrcg f5rf=r wmtiracg Fsgferl- 
Arnett* sRjgtg *fg. , ®rt? or *tiR, 
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sight, and henceforth may I he mindful of his works, rather 
than of the works of man. If you will kindly proceed to inform 

f* 

me as to the being and attributes of the Creator, 1 shall be still 
further obliged. 

,P. It is indeed entirely beyond my power, or that of any one, 

adequately to describe to you the perfections of God. They are, 

« 

however, in a considerable degree ma de known to us by the 
creation : for as when beholding a very magnificent building, we 
instantly draw the conclusion, that it was framed by a workman 
of superior capacity ; so, whilst contemplating the sun, moon, 
and stars, together with the earth, and its rivers, trees, &c. we 
may certainly conclude, that the wisdom, power, and goodness 
of the Creator are infinite. 

Further: we have discoursed concerning the works of nature, 

* 

and, guided by the discoveries of learned men, have assigned the 
laws by which they are governed: let it, however, be always kept 
in mind, that whatever causes may exist, they exist not of them* 
selves, but are in every respect subject to the will of the Crea- 
tor, He is the universal Ruler* As subjects are obedient to the 
commands of their sovereign, so every atom of the creation is 
subject to the will of God. It is he that makes the sun to rise, 
the winds to blow, the tides to swell, the rain to fsfl, f %nd the 
trees to bear llrtur fruit. It is by his power that the earth 
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brings forth corn »nd grass, by* whidhbbth min and beast are 
abstained. Why U*en are we so regardless of the operations of 
his hand? Were a person to rise from the dead, how great 
would be bar astonishment ; and yet, what may be deemed no 
less- miraculous, is every day before ns. See the corn in the 

V- s * ' pi f| *.^ T - , 4 r 1 , , 

fields V n grain is cast into the ground and perishes— but In ! 

\ # 

after many days it revives, and* springing up into a tree, brings 
forth fruit. Do we not in this behold a divine agency ! 

But in what manner shall we speak of his mercy ! If subjects 
in air things obey their sovereign, and he in return is careful on 
their account, we say that such a prince is beneficent. But see, 
mankind are continually disobeying the commands of God, yet 
he daily provides for their support; and not only so, but exercis- 
ing long forbearance in the punishment of our crime*?, he sets 
before ns the means whereby we may obtain both present and 
eternal happiness ! Again, for a moment consider how alto- 
gether insignificant we are; that in comparison of him, we 
are less than nothing \ Ife the sight of God, the globe itself 
is but as an atom ^aml what,, then, are we ! May we not, there- 
fore, well be surprised that he should exercise such care con* 
corning m ! .. 

Again, it is customary for an earthly prince to conduct the 
affairs pf his kingdom through the medium of various officers ; 
but God, who i^on impotent and omnipresent, himself manages 
every pa/t of hifc government As a weaver sitting at his loom 
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easily directs the shuttle, so God Greets the course of the 
•tan and planets, together with, that of universal nature i 
Moreover, with us it is impossible tightly to attend' to more thab 
one object at a time : it is not so with God, who at the same time 
observes and superintends all things! 

But he ^invisible. No one has seen or can see God. Also 
bets without either beginning or end, and is at all times one and 
the same. Here upon earth, every thing is subject to change : 

M ; ' 

to-day we are, to-morrow we are not. We pass from child- 
hood to youth, from youth to manhood, from manhood to old 
age. It is otherwise with God : yesterday, to-day, and for ever 
he remains the same ! 

Me is perfectly pure, that is, he is free from sin, and from the 
least participation of those corrupt affections which inhabit the 
human breast. As light is opposed to darkness, so God is op- 
posed to sin : and as the sun chases away the night, so hie 
word dispels the ignorance and evil dispositions of the mind. 

Let us remember, likewise, that he is omnipresent. You are 
here in a room, and if you wish to go into another, you must 

leave this. You cannot be in two rooms at once ; but God, who 

> f-' 

is a spirit, is at the same time in every place. With him is no 
going dr coming. As the sun having arisen, sheds its beams to 
every part of the creation ; so God is present every where, and 
in all tilings, yet is separate from all. As may by observed with 
respect to heat«d iron : the fire, which is in every part, still 
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remains separate ; so God win all things, and yet, be is separate 
bom all. . ■_ - . ^ ^ 

He is omniscient, that is, lie knows eyery thing. He who 
is every where present., must needs be privy to whatever is said 
or done. As by tbe light of the sun every object becomes vi- 
fciblc f so whether by night or day, all things are open to the view 
of GodJ *He is fully acquainted with even our niost secret 
thoughts 1 Again, it happens with us, that what we learn to -day 
we forget to-morrow ; and as to what will take place on the mor- 
row, we are wholly ignorant. God, on the contrary, sees and 
knows alike the past, the present, and the future : nothing can 
possibly be hid from his inspection. We see in part bis glory 
inscribed on his works ; but who can comprehend rightly bis 
infinite perfections! In conclusion, it is he that has created us, 
that sustains our lives, and will hereafter be our judge. Let us, 
therefore, by yielding obedience to his precepts, endeavour to 
show forth his praise. 


LESSON XIV. 

Of the, Compass. 

Nltyo-ammda. I have been informed, there is a kind of ore 
called the loadstone, .which possesses very%eculiar properties. 
1 should he greatly obliged by your describing to tne its nature 
more particularly. 

Porom-anundp. Tbe qualities of this stone arc indeed very 
surprising. If placed near to iron or steel, it’ draws them to 
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Itself, and adheres so closely, that it cannot be separated with* 
out force. The loadstone will lift uot ijaerely a piece of iron 

t* 

that is of the same weight with itself, but those that are much 
heavier; iso that a magnet weighting one seer will attract a piece 
of iron that weighs ten seers. If the iron be covered, it will 
nevertheless te attracted by the loadstone. And whatis 6till 

4 ’ 

more remarkable, if a piece of iron remain long near to a load- 
stone, it at length partakes of its qualities, and yet the powers 
of the magnet are not at all diminished. By what means the 
iron imbibes the virtue of the loadstone, is a question not easy 
to be solver When a piece of steel is rubbed by a loadstone, its 
power of attraction becomes nearly equal to that of the magnet. 
That the virtues of the loadstone may thus be imparted to iron, 
is of great advantage to mankind, since the stone itself is very 
scarce. But another singular property of this stone is, that it 
points always directly to the north and south. Also a needle 
which has been ruabed by the loadstone, if placed horizontally 
on a pivot, points to the north and south pedes. This property 
is so inseparable from the loadstone, that it will never turn its 
north pole to the south, or its south pole to the north. It is 
this quality which, more than any other, renders the magnet 
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valuable to seaman, who by frie&ns of the cotnyass, in the midst 
of the trackless ocean, are enabled to proceed on their way with 

f 

certainty* 

JV*. Please to explain to me what is a compass. 

*P. A compass is made thus. A circle is drawn on a pie re 

of pallet f’fdthih which the four quarters and the intermediate 

1 ^ 

points arfc distinctly marked. In the centre a little pivot is 
fixed, at the end of which the magnetic needle is so placed, that 
it can turn freely in any direction. Place this compass in what 
position you please, the needle will still remain pointing to the 
north. Observe, therefore, one point being secured, the rest 
arc easily ascertained. Each vessel is furnished with one of 
these compasses. The master of the vessel having deter- 
mined to which quarter he will go, the mariners-, by means of the 
Compass, steer in that direction ; and thus travelling night and 
day through the midst of the ocean, after passing many thou- 
sand kros, they at length arrive at the port fixed upon. Thus 
you perceive, were it not for the loadstone, the advantages de- 
rived fmm commerce, and llie communication which the in- 
habitants of one part of the globe hold with those of another, 
would be nearly at an eud. 

2V. The account which you have given is highly interesting. 
How justly may every part of the creation excite our wonder, 
when even from a stone \vc derive so many advantages ! W e may 
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notice also, that mankind ar£ possessed of very great ingenuity 4 
and courage. They construct ships, that are floating castles/ 
and in these venturing into the midst of a sea agitated by tem- 
pests, night and day they fearlessly pursue their course, till at 
lengtl^the^ accomplish the circuit of the globe. Well, I would 
now inqr/^i, has any one yet discovered the cause of these pro- 
perties of the magnet ? 

P. Many very ingenious men have endeavoured to ascertain 
the cause of these qualities 5 but as yet their endeavours have 
been without success : wherefore be pleased to notice again, 
that although man be possessed of very great powers, yet in the 
course of several centuries, he has not been able to define the 
properties of this stone. The loadstone was first known to the 
Romans. The Hindoos have also long been acquainted with it. 
But its celebrated quality of pointing to the north and south 
poles, has been discovered only within the last 500 years. It is 
said, that a person named Marco Polo, having travelled into 
China, there saw a compass, and brought the discovery into 
Europe. Whether this knowledge was communicated by the 
Chinese to the Europeans, or by the Europeans to the Chinese, 
Is a point, however, which to this day is disputed. 
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srotf ^ wfartf^R, fa^ ^fafa 'jotss wf?n 
fa^Ttfa? wfore <trOTf =rfa *rw wt<r <s <*$ osjw ^rtfa 
ow, wtwprgi 4twi ^flrsrt^r <ttfcr, w^nfa <$ ^wfe 1 
»tm?? w *favwr? *rtffa sp^rfar wfagi'S wtsfa **ttsr 
WW *rtOTr ^ srfa «5rft*r c?r|sri- 
. c*i?cjr? wt us; *rfa?rifa*J> fa^mlcwi « wotp 

far wifarifasT ; fai wfat? >?fa«t %¥? sjtf ^?n srw 4 
sw o$k <$? *mr srfa, $ cw<r “its ’•fa wrc?? 
wot *r*fa wtoy nr? *fa srtfai 

rni*n Jrtrsr jrp ^rfafar orr* fa^tfa^r, c^rt -srtOTw 
sr$ orfasri c*K ’far^re srfa wrifarffa^; ^ 
an wsn c*rfr? w??* wc?, fai fas 

=n; <ot cxsg far OT?t?r csrtcwi csrteTOrs fit 
ot fam Wfatre. fag 1 c*rfaF?n far <*rt*r?r 

c*ricw3c»nr iffa Warfare. fam wtwir *ftn« 
«rttare. 
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LESgON XV. 

* 

Of the d Origin of the Art of Printing • 

NittfO'-ammdo. I wish to propose a further inquiry which 
has arisen, thus. Ia tHfe several schools that have been csta- 
blish^J^observe, are very beautiful printed books : others also 
are faeii^priated in various languages. This is amongst the 
signs of the present time which afford me much pleasure ; but 
before, we had nothing of this kind iu the country. I should, 
therefore, be glad to learn some particulars as to the origin of 
the art of printing, which I confess is very surprising* 

Porom-ammda. The history of the origin of printing is 
briefly as follows. About the year 1430, an inhabitant of the 
town of Ilaerlem in Holland, named Lauveutius, chanced to amuse 
himself by cutting letters with his knife in the bark of a tree : 
these let ters he covered with ink, and afterwards having stamp- 
ed paper upon them, there came off an impression. Observing 
this, he began to engrave letters on wood, and in this way com- 
menced printing. He afterward made the improvement of 
cutting smaller letters on separate pieces of wood, and placing 
them in proper order, began to print books. This was the first 
stage of the art. The wooden types, however, occasioned so 
great delay, that it was fcix or seven years before a book could 
be completed. — Twelve years succeeded to this first discovery. 
In the year 1442, a workman belonging to the office, named 



<3ZX 4^1 <F$Tt ^f?T 

4 -or* or =Ti^n niwmi s^rs^, 
^ivrt^tc^ wf% 3£m ^Mf5 ftt^* 

’sit?:. fo;R or =tki <3 

f^ut? «rfi5 ^ra: ^?r! 4zm ^rf% ^*nrt mfi 

f ^5 oq cfc* r ?jp' 4’st* fe?r ^n, 4t ra ^tntfwi 4 
wfs wiTOf^rn. ^r? ^nr f r^*i Tfqji ^ft, 

^srsps; ssFfsin z*r, sra tfft. 
rr. ^zz 4^ i^Tt^f? ^«lfg?F V<1 ^H- 

arfa ^r. wsjsrtsc ?^r CF)«r *f$ fa*!' HtiFt ^TtQ (^"fa 
«np*rtf* ^rtcw Tt^r srsK? ^<wf*PFr ^rjrsr 4^ *7fqF 
C4tarl vRnpsv 4^i tftespr fltry wp? srhCtrs ^tf?r 
feri ^t*pg: ^Mi sncfcs 4 n^l? srf^?r ^sp* 

%fS*F; l^Wf] *t1ffS1 VtrtC* W5 

*ri13ra. *\j tob 4 ^ ozft 

^ 55 ? ttl^ 3 Ff?rre »rt15m, 4 <r^ 4 * *niF?r ^if?r\ 

*jrt^n ^K'ttra srrr? 3rf?2T- 4t wi ^afk «$sw 
3 ^ w.firai. f*i oz $ *r$tc3 W‘\i> «ft*rsrt «p*f? 
**3*1 4|F *£g<F '5f5^C'5 4 ^ 3Ffa f^Tf 

*S?lfe*rvar 4^ *£13? TOis Tf?rre w 

TO wra Isnriltw. ^jarra $ t^ 57 ’tp? Tfqn wra 
^«n«> «h5 caatfspt "firere $ wi tp 
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Faustus, taking a set of types and implements, established a 
press at the town Mentis, Two or three years afyer, it was 
perceived that the wooden types decayed quickly : lead was 

therefore substituted in the place of wood. This was the 

* 

secon&ijbnprovement in the art. Fifteen years subsequent to 
this peitefl, in the year 1457* a person named Schoffer became 
partner with Faustus* and first invented the casting of types* 
The former process of cutting letters on wood or lead was ex* 
tremcly tedious : to remedy this, Schoffer engraved them on 
steel punches. These punches were afterward beaten with vio- 
lence into a piece of copper, which being placed in a mould 
matrix, lead was poured into the impressions, by which as many 
letters as were needed might be cast in a short time ; and as 
lead was found to be too soft, it was mixed with antimony. This 
was the last improvement. 

In the year 1462, thirty two years after the invention of the 
art, one of the princes of Germany, having taken the city of 
Menu, the conductors of the printing-office, together with its 
apparatus, were dispersed ; by which means a knowledge of the 
art became imparted to other countries, and in a few yearn 



srtrsr 37l%* & ^ art? starts »rw 

*rwfr- -iw *£$ m. rttftfn:, 1 c^srtre 

owe *ttfr?r ^rtto sto. 'art? c?^ -arte? 1%r?d ^ g}*rw?l 
?*rto- ^t? ?«>?? ^ to Tirf c*tor, arstrtc? cartel 

arsF? atff fto? ?<3fJ 5F? rttf?1 JTi?, aiaft®, 

«R ^z*s ei, ^ torRlt? Jft^rt? $rtt?r a: ^kus 

ari?? ^®r» <$ ^zm test? ?*$!? *to- art?<ri? 
strife crttw? ?«**!? <lr?, aufi*, cFlFf *T? ’HOT, 
^srtTO crtea mrsT «$aFto? ete <wc rtetapfa^ri Ftf*r- 
at?r tot? ^ ^!?w 'swj Fttos rttto; orfto 

*rto, c?r ars$? cartel aic^art? Firtit? arf% 3£>ra 5?, T9f 
aw 27 to? ?? ei. c? are? Fftot? 'tot? ^ ^Ftottor, 
srtei ?e. ^r-art? ^ ytr s ? xStfe setoi ?i?t1? ^ vjttf an 
fe?i ao®? *gJ*t?Tfe*r j atelr* az?r t^far. ®j?ci? *7? 
aw? IWt etetoi at?t? tot? ??t^?i f??l 

>T5SR??^lF *Tf? ?to- art? <TOT5 ’ftal rtrttt?1 f*t?1 
3 ts are? *r? a?to ^cs *rtto, arttoi 

?t?t? *i? totsei <rt??K ceto, 
sftm or srt^^ 1?%???, wre *fi?t? ecsr *pn ftottn 
etoi to- 

^ -4^^c?? m* ’[tarsreto ?®,rt?rtc?r, erafta, crte 
rt'? arvt*i <et*l? w jrw\ arttol $ ert? art??; 

*ty gft y lto to cet *rsrc?cs <$ «t*rwffl? ea^rteto, 
J??*s etrtt? 3T3 *rt*F JT??rra ffert, c? *P?*f aitel ?fe? ^qftol 
*rto; aferre mi arc? jewi tori ?t?J %tor. 
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printing-offices were est*bh-ofd hi every part trf Europe, 
merit of the ^iacpye^, however, still attaches to h 

may be observed, likewise, that. God has been pleased, by means 
of this art, to confer essential benefits on mankind ; since before 
its,di|ppvery, if any one composed a book, there were no means 
of muj^jolying copies excepting by writing ; consequently the 
knowl Existing in one country was with difficulty communi- 
cated to another. Partly owing to this cause, the inhabitants of 
Europe remained for many centuries in a state of very great 
darkness. But no ^poner bad this art been discovered, than 
a number of scientific books began to be dispersed abroad ; and 
instead afethe ignorance which had heretofore prevailed, the light 
of knowledge shone in every direction. This art of printing is 
therefore highly to be esteemed, as being the instrument of very 
extensive good : at the same time, however, let us bear in mind, 

' ' - ’ -I 

that through the wickedness of man, it is also liable to become 
the means of very great evil. Since, in proportion as the mind 
may be improved by the perusal of books containing what is 
useful and good, so may it also be lastingly injured by books, 
tire contents of which are bad. The analogy is this. How *-d- 
«dr<ihle is the gift of speech i If with our lips we utter words 
that are excellent, how greatly may we benefit our neighbour! 
If, on the contrary, we speak that which is evil, we 
into the paths of destruction ! 


FINIS. 












